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QUESTIONS  OF  THE  HOUR. 


PREREQUISITES  TO  THE  DIS- 
CHARGE OF  OUR  DUTY  TO 
THE  HEATHEN. 

Rev.  C.  D.  Trumbull , D.  D,  Morning 
Sun,  la. 

The  people  of  God  of  every  age  have 
been  debtors  to  the  heathen.  The  Jews 
were  not  free  from  obligation  to  them. 
Jehovah  issued  His  mandate  by  the  shep- 
herd king  : “ Declare  His  glory  among  the 
nations.”  Ps.  96  : 3.  He  would  have  them 
proclaim  the'  glory  of  His  person  and 
character  and  works  that  all  men  might 
acknowledge  Him  to  be  the  only  true  God. 
God's  ancient  covenant  people  were  slow 
to  discharge  this  duty.  Because  of  this, 
in  part,  God  took  away  their  name  and 
place  as  a people  and  raised  up  others  to 
do  His  work.  In  the  fullness  of  time  Jesus 
came  to  accomplish  the  will  of  His  Father. 
His  task  was  a difficult  pne,  yet  He  faithfully 
performed  it.  When  His  special  mission 
to  earth  was  accomplished  and  He  was 
about  to  ascend  to  the  Father,  He  renewed 
the  Old  Testament  commission  in  more 
explicit  terms — He  said,  “ Go  into  all  the 
world  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every 
creature.”  Mark  16:  15.  This  commission 
rests  with  more  or  less  weight  of  obliga- 
tion on  every  Christian.  All  cannot  go  to 
foreign  fields — all  are  not  called  to  go — but 
all  may  have  a part  in  sending  those  who 
can  go.  Thus  all  may  in  person  or  by 
proxy  declare  God’s  glory  to  the  heathen. 


It  is  generally  conceded  that  the  Church 
of  Christ  is  not,  as  a whole,  doing  her  duty 
in  this  matter.  Some  members  may  be, 
others  are  not.  Why  is  it  that  Christians 
do  not  come  up  to  the  measure  of  duty  in 
declaring  God’s  glory  to  the  heathen  ? 
What  is  needed  to  bring  all  up  to  the 
standard?  We  propose  in  this  paper  to 
present  some  thoughts  in  answer  to  these 
questions.  Our  special  theme  is : 

Prerequisites  to  the  Discharge  of  Our 
Duty  to  the  Heathen. 

1.  Information  as  to  their  condition. 
Knowledge  is  always  necessary  to  interest. 
Suppose  you  have  a neighbor  who  is  sick 
and  in  want,  but  you  do  not  know  it,  hence 
you  do  nothing  for  his  relief.  Another 
neighbor,  however,  is  acquainted  with  all 
the  circumstances,  and  he  comes  to  you 
and  informs  you  as  to  the  needs  of  the 
case.  You  are  at  once  moved  with  com- 
passion and  hasten  to  the  relief  of  your 
afflicted  neighbor.  So  doing,  you  evidence 
your  Christian  character.  We  have  divine 
warrant  for  saying  that  he  who  sees  and 
knows  his  neighbor’s  needs  and  is  wanting 
in  compassion  for  him  is  destitute  of  love 
to  God.  1 Jno.  3:  17.  The  same  principle 
applies  to  our  relations  to  the  heathen 
world,  only  with  greater  force.  In  the  one 
case  there  is  bodily  affliction,  in  the  other 
souls  are  in  danger  of  everlasting  death. 
There  is  woeful  ignorance  among  church 
members  in  reference  to  this  matter.  There 
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are  those  who  do  not  care  to  know  anything 
about  the  heathen.  They  never  read  a 
missionary  journal  or  go  to  hear  a mission- 
ary address.  They  know  little  of  the 
physical  degradation  of  the  heathen,  and 
even  less  of  their  moral  degradation  and 
soul  ruin.  There  is  great  need  of  enlight- 
enment on  these  points.  What  shall  we 
say  with  reference  to  these  things  ? Con- 
sider, first  of  all,  that  not  more  than  one- 
third  of  the  world’s  inhabitants  have 
knowledge  of  the  way  of  life.  There  are 
multitudes  who  never  stop  to  think  of  this. 
Yery  few  have  any  real  conception  of  the 
physical  degradation  of  thofee  in  heathen 
lands,  of  their  nakedness,  diseases  and  filth. 
Fewer  still  understand  their  moral  degra- 
dation, how  they  break  every  commandment 
and  are  shameless  in  their  sins.  We  have 
but  to  read  Romans,  first  chapter,  verses  21 
to  32,  to  find  an  exact  description  of  the 
moral  condition  of  the  heathen  world  to- 
day. More  than  a cursory  reading  is 
necessary ; we  need  to  ponder  not  only 
this  passage,  but  parallel  passages  found 
in  Corinthians  and  Galatians,  and  even  then 
we  cannot  idealize  the  moral  degradation  of 
the  heathen  as  it  presents  itself  to  mission- 
aries who  live  and  labor  among  them. 
Then  consider  that  because  of  their  sins 
they  are  going  down  to  spiritual  and 
eternal  death  by  the  million  every  year. 

Some  teach  that  the  heathen  who  live  up 
to  the  measure  of  light  and  knowledge 
which  they  have  will  be  saved.  With 
reference  to  this,  we  remark  that  the 
heathen  never  have  and  never  will  live  up 
to  the  measure  of  light  they  have.  Paul 
testified  in  writing  to  the  Romans  that 
they  did  not  do  so  in  his  day,  and  Paul 
had  the  Spirit.  He  said,  “ The  invisible 
things  of  Him  from  the  creation  of  the 
world  are  clearly  seen,  being  understood 
by  the  things  that  are  made,  even  His  eter- 
nal power  and  Godhead ; so  that  they  are 
without  excuse ; because  that  when  they 


knew  God  they  glorified  Him  not  as  God, 
neither  were  they  thankful.”  etc.  Again,  if 
they  can  secure  salvation  by  living  up  to 
the  light  they  have,  salvation  is  by  human 
merit  and  Christ  is  dead  in  vain.  This 
doctrine  is  not  true.  There  is  no  salvation 
without  the  atonement  of  Christ.  Neither 
is  there  salvation  for  any  who  have  come 
to  years  of  understanding  without  knowl- 
edge and  faith  in  Jesus  Christ.  Many 
Christians  do  not  know  these  things,  or,  if 
they  know  them,  do  not  stop  to  consider 
them,  else  they  would  take  more  interest  in 
the  salvation  of  the  heathen  world  and 
make  more  effort  to  send  them  the  gospel. 
It  is  related  of  Win.  Carey  that  after  he 
saw  himself  a sinner,  and  Jesus  Christ  the 
only  Saviour,  he  began  to  study  the  con- 
dition of  the  heathen  world.  He  had  left 
the  cobbler’s  bench  and  had  become  a 
teacher.  As  he  taught  geography  he 
pointed  out  to  his  pupils  the  countries  on 
the  map  which  were  in  the  darkness  of 
heathenism,  and  would  say,  “ These  are 
pagans,  and  these  and  these,”  and  then, 
overcome  by  his  emotions,  he  wept.  If  all 
Christians  would  study  the  geography  of 
the  heathen  world,  and  would  consider 
seriously  the  moral  and  spiritual  degrada- 
tion of  the  people  and  their  awful  end  with- 
out the  gospel,  there  would  be  more  weeping 
and  more  hearty  responses  to  the  calls  for 
means  to  send  the  gospel  to  the  perishing. 

2.  A sense  of  responsibility  for  others. 
When  God  calledCain  to  account  as  to  Abel, 
he  asked , “Am  I my  brother’s  keeper  ? ’’ 
Cain  denied  his  responsibility  for  his 
brother.  There  are  some  who  call  them- 
selves Christians  who  deny  their  responsi- 
bility for  the  perishing,  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  in  deeds  if  not  in  words.  They  say 
by  their  conduct,  “ Let  every  man  look  out 
for  himself ; if  he  does  not,  let  him  suffer. 
Let  him  look  out  for  his  own  spiritual 
interests  as  well  as  his  temporal  interests.” 
This  is  bad  enough  in  relation  to  temporal 
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things ; it  is  far  worse  in  its  relation  to  the 
interests  of  immortal  souls.  It  is  just  as 
much  worse  as  the  soul  is  more  valuable 
than  the  body.  Man  is  responsible  for  his 
brother.  Such  was  the  teaching  of  our 
Saviour  in  the  parable  of  the  Good  Samari- 
tan. Responsibility  is  not  bounded  by 
fleshly  relationships  nor  by  a common 
nationality.  It  has  no  limit  inside  the 
lines  of  human  brotherhood.  We  as  a 
Church  have  our  missions  in  the  South,  in 
Oklahoma,  in  Syria,  Cilicia  and  Cyprus  and 
in  China.  We  are  responsible  for  every 
soul  in  those  mission  fields  so  far  as  we 
are  able  to  reach  them.  These  men  are 
our  brethren,  children  of  the  same  Father. 
Love  to  God  and  love  to  their  souls  should 
prompt  us  to  seek  their  salvation.  There 
is  no  work  which  presses  so  urgently  upon 
us,  not  even  the  work  of  the  salvation  of 
the  nations  from  the  guilt  of  national 
rebellion.  True,  the  nations  will  perish  if 
they  do  not  repent,  but  that  will  be  the 
end  of  them.  Other  nations,  and  we  hope 
better,  will  take  their  places.  But  tem- 
poral death  is  not  the  end  of  the  heathen  ; 
there  is  an  eternity  beyond  of  weeping, 
wailing  and  gnashing  of  teeth.  Is  there, 
can  there  be  any  weight  of  responsibility 
more  pi'essing  laid  upon  us  than  that  of 
making  known  to  all,  whose  enlightenment 
we  as  a Church  have  undertaken,  the  way 
and  plan  of  salvation  1 They  may  refuse 
the  gospel  message,  and  so  perish.  In 
that  case  their  blood  will  be  on  their  own 
skirts.  If  we,  however,  fail  to  do  what  we 
can  in  every  way  to  warn  them  of  their 
danger  and  to  point  them  to  Jesus  Christ, 
the  only  Saviour,  their  blood  will  be  on  our 
skirts.  The  matter  has  been  stated  in  this 
way  : “ The  question  is  not,  can  the  heathen 
be  saved  without  the  gospel,  but  can  we  be 
saved  if  we  fail  to  do  our  part  to  send 
them  the  gospel  ? ” 

3.  The  last  prerequisite  we  mention  is 
consecration.  God  calls  for  consecration. 


We  belong  to  Him.  He  has  purchased  us 
to  Himself  at  a great  price,  the  price  of  the 
precious  blood  of  His  dear  Son.  The 
apostle  says:  “Ye  are  not  your  own,  ye 
are  bought  with  a price.”  Since  we  belong 
to  Him  we  should  realize  the  obligation 
which  rests  upon  us  to  consecrate  ourselves 
to  His  service.  The  story  is  told  of  a 
slave  who  was  bought  in  a slave  market  by 
an  Englishman,  and  was  then  presented 
with  his  freedom  and  a purse  of  money  to 
buy  a home.  The  man,  addressing  his 
benefactor,  said : “Am  I free  to  go  where  I 
will  and  to  do  what  I will?  Then  let  ms  be 
your  slave.  You  have  redeemed  me ; I owe 
all  to  you.  I want  to  serve  you  all  my 
life.”  We  have  been  redeemed  from  more 
cruel  and  oppressive  bondage  than  African 
slavery.  Shall  we  be  unwilling  to  consecrate 
our  lives  to  the  service  of  our  Saviour  and 
our  Lord  ? Under  the  law  provision  was 
made  for  the  case  of  the  Hebrew  servant 
who  did  not  wish  to  go  free.  He  was  to 
be  brought  to  the  judges  and  to  the  door 
post,  and  his  master  was  to  bore  his  ear 
through  with  an  awl,  and  he  was  to  serve 
him  forever  (Ex.  21:5,  6).  As  Christians 
we  have  much  greater  reason  to  consecrate 
ourselves  forever  to  Christ’s  service.  Ours 
is  a kinder,  better  Master  than  ever 
Hebrew  servant  had.  His  service  is  far 
more  honorable.  He  Himself  is  our  ex- 
ample in  this  as  in  many  other  respects. 
He  consecrated  Himself  to  do  the  will  of 
His  Father.  He  said : “ Mine  ears  hast 
thou  opened.”  “ I delight  to  do  Thy  will, 
O my  God.”  So  the  consecrated  Christian 
delights  to  do  the  will  of  God. 

Thin  is  seen  not  only  in  labors  for  Christ, 
but  in  making  sacrifices  for  Him.  This  is 
the  supreme  test  of  love.  He  who  pro- 
fesses to  love  God,  and  yet  is  unwilling  to 
make  sacrifices  for  His  cause,  does  not 
truly  love  Him.  What  would  you  say  of 
the  husband  who  says  to  his  wife,  “ I love 
you,”  and  yet  compels  her  to  beg  for  the 
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necessities  of  life  when  lie  is  abundantly 
able  to  provide  them  ; and  more  than  that, 
compels  her  to  beg  for  her  children? 
Would  you  not  say,  “His  profession  of 
love  is  hypocritical  ” ? No  less  hypocritical 
is  the  profession  of  that  church  member, 
who,  having  a competence  of  this  world’s 
goods,  says,  “ I love  Christ  and  His 
Church,”  yet  only  the  urgent  pleadings  of 
Christ’s  servants  can  induce  him  to  part 
with  a dime  or  a dollar  to  send  the  gospel 
do  the  heathen.  What  would  you  say  of 
that  servant  to  whom  his  master  had 
■entrusted  his  goods  if  he  appropriated  all 
to  himself,  and  when  his  master  asked  for 
means  to  eularge  his  work  would  refuse  to 
give  it,  or  would  give  only  a fractional 
part  of  that  which  was  required  ? We  see  this 
very  case  illustrated  to-day  in  the  Church. 
(Christ  Jesus  has  entrusted  much  of  His 
goods  to  His  servants  in  the  Church,  yet 
when  He  asks  for  His  own  to  carry  on  His 
work  in  the  world  many  are  unwilling  to 
give  Him  of  His  own,  or  if  they  give  it  is 
with  a miserly  hand.  Such  conduct  proves 
the  want  of  consecration,  The  consecrated 
Christian  never  refuses  to  give  the  Lord 
His  own  at  His  call. 

To  make  this  matter  practical  it  may  be 
proper  to  consider,  What  does  the  Lord 
ask  of  us  as  a test  of  our  consecration  to 
Him?  The  answer  given  by  the  Synod  of 
the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  to  this 
question  over  and  over  again  has  been,  in 
substance,  “ God  requires  a tithe  of  our 
income,  at  the  very  least.”  Without  enter- 
ing on  the  discussion  of  this  subject,  I re- 
mark there  are  strong  reasons  for  believing 
that  the  law  of  the  tithe  was  written  on  the 
heart  of  man  in  the  beginning.  Archaeolo- 
gists tell  us  there  is  evidence  of  this  in  the 
practices  of  the  nations  of  antiquity.  We 
learn  from  the  sacred  records  that  Abram 
.gave  the  tenth  of  the  spoils  of  war  to  Mel- 
chizedek,  who  was  King  of  Salem  and  Priest 
of  the  Most  High  God,  and  an  eminent 


type  of  Jesus  Christ.  We  read  again  of 
Jacob’s  vow,  after  that  God  had  manifested 
Himself  to  him  in  vision  at  Bethel,  to  re- 
turn to  God  the  tenth  of  all  that  was  given 
him.  That  the  Israelites  were  under  moral 
and  legal  obligation  to  pay  tithes  to  God  is 
never  disputed.  The  law  was  reenacted 
in  the  closing  prophecy  of  the  Old  Testa- 
ment. Nothing  can  be  found  in  New  Tes- 
tament Scriptures  to  show  that  this  law 
was  ever  abrogated.  Jesus  did  not  con- 
demn the  tithing  even  of  mint,  anise  and 
cummin.  He  did  show  the  inconsistency 
of  tithing  these  and  yet  omitting  the  ob- 
servance of  the  weightier  matters  of  the 
law.  The  argument  of  the  apostle  in  the 
seventh  chapter  of  Hebrews  is  strong  on 
this  point.  He  shows  conclusively  that 
Christ  is  greater  than  Melchizedek,  and 
gives  us  good  ground  to  infer  that  as 
Abram  paid  tithes  to  Melchizedek  much 
more  should  we  pay  tithes  to  Christ.  It  is 
self-evident  that  no  man  can  be  said  to  have 
consecrated  his  possessions  to  the  Lord  who 
brings  less  than  a tithe  into  His  storehouse. 

Our  position,  then,  is  that  the  law  of  con- 
secration requires  the  setting  apart  of  at 
least  a tenth  of  our  income  to  the  Lord’s 
work.  There  are  casep,  however,  in  which 
this  is  by  no  means  the  measure  of  obliga- 
tion. There  are  Christians  who  have  large 
estates  and  large  incomes  who  should  do 
far  more.  The  law  of  Christ,  “ Unto  whom- 
soever much  is  given  of  him  shall  much  be 
required,”  applies  here.  The  consecrated 
man  will  give  on  the  one  hand  in  propor- 
tion to  his  income,  and  on  the  other  in  pro- 
portion to  his  necessary  outlay.  If  two  fami- 
lies in  the  same  community  have  the  same 
income,  but  in  one  family  there  are  only  two 
or  three  to  provide  for,  while  in  the  other 
there  are  eight  or  ten,  it  is  reasonable  to 
say  that  the  first  family  is  able,  and  should 
do  more  for  the  cause  of  Christ  than  the 
other.  Or  take  two  families  in  the  same 
community  of  equal  size — one  has  an 


Questions  of  the  Hour. 


329 


income  of  $1,000,  while  the  other  has  an  in- 
come of  $2,000,  or  $5,000  or  more;  the  law 
of  consecration  may  require  in  the  case  of 
the  latter  the  setting  apart  of  one-fifth,  or 
even  one-half,  to  the  work  of  the  Lord. 

We  have  seen  that  to  discharge  our  duty 
to  the  heathen  world  we  need  more  thor- 
ough knowledge  of  the  work  to  be  done ; 
we  need  to  feel  more  fully  our  responsi- 
bility for  the  work  and  we  need  more  per- 
fect consecration  of  ourselves,  and  of  the 
means  which  God  puts  into  our  hands,  to 
His  cause.  We  know  that  when  we  have 
done  all  there  will  be  no  results  without 
God’s  blessing.  We  need  to  agonize  in 
prayer  for  the  outpouring  and  infilling  of 
the  Holy  Spirit.  When  we  are  brought  to 
realize  our  responsibility  for  the  conversion 
of  the  heathen,  and  discharge  our  whole 
duty,  the  day  will  soon  come  when  “ they 
shall  teach  no  more  every  man  his  neighbor 
and  every  man  his  brother,  saying,  Know 
the  Lord,  for  they  shall  all  know  Me,  from 
the  least  of  them  unto  the  greatest  of 
them,  saith  the  Lord.” 

“WE  ARE  NOT  OUR  OWN.” 

— This  address,  given  by  Mrs.  Wm. 
Wylie,  Washington,  la.,  at  the  Ladies’  Mis- 
sionary Presbyterial  Society,  which  met  in 
Sharon  August  17,  1899,  should  be  read  in 
connection  with  the  foregoing  article  on 
“ Prerequisites  to  the  Discharge  of  Our 
Duty  to  the  Heathen.” — 

As  we  meet  together  to-day,  a few  women 
organized  for  work  in  connection  with  one 
brauch  of  Christ’s  Church,  let  us  think  for 
a little  while  of  the  importance  of  each 
woman’s  position  and  work  as  a member 
of  the  church.  I believe  that  every  female 
communicant  is  already,  by  virtue  of  her 
membership  in  the  church  and  her  engage- 
ment to  b9  the  Lord's,  a member  of  the 
Woman’s  Missionary  Society.  It  is  our 
misfortune  that  we  are  sometimes  con- 
strained through  custom  to  employ  terms 


that  are  misleading.  The  phrase  mission- 
ary society  is  an  example  of  this  kind. 
Rightly  understood,  it  is  simply  a method 
of  united,  or-ganized  working  for  Christ 
within  the  Church,  by  the  members  of  the 
Church,  not  an  independent  voluntary  as- 
sociation which  one  may  join  according  to 
her  good  pleasure  or  may  refuse  to  join  in 
all  good  conscience.  As  each  stone  in  a 
building  is  needed  in  its  place,  so  is  each 
woman  in  the  Church  necessary  to  the 
strength  and  completeness  of  the  Church. 
All  must  be  brought  to  feel  that  we  are  the 
Lord’s,  aud  that  it  is  not  optional  with  us 
whether  we  will  give  or  not,  and  that  we 
assume  no  new  obligations  as  members  of  a 
missionary  society  ; but  that  we  are  only 
trying  in  a systematic  way  to  perform  the 
vows  assumed  when  we  confessed  Christ 
and  devoted  ourselves  to  His  service. 

I claim  that  giving  systematically  will  be 
easier  to  give  cheerfully,  if  we  deliberately 
plan  for  it,  and  God  loveth  a cheerful  giver. 
May  we  awake  to  realize  the  responsibility 
of  our  position  as  members  of  Christ’s 
Church.  May  we  feel  that,  since  God  has 
so  honored  us  as  to  give  us  a name  and 
place  in  His  kingdom,  we  should  honor  Him 
with  the  service  of  our  lives  and  bring  our 
offerings  with  glad  hearts.  If  we  are  in 
humble  life  and  have  but  little  to  give,  let 
us  not  defraud  ourselves  by  depriving  our- 
selves of  the  privilege  of  doing  our  part. 

It  has  been  said,  To  whom  little  is  given, 
of  them  will  little  be  required  ; but  it  is 
not  said  that  nothing  will  be  required.  If 
we  are  blessed  with  this  world’s  goods,  let 
us  see  that  our  offerings  are  in  proportion 
to  what  we  spend  upon  the  things  of  this 
earth.  It  has  been  said,  To  whomsoever 
much  is  given,  of  them  shall  much  be  re- 
quired ; and  the  woman  of  means  should 
not  regulate  her  offerings  according  to  the 
least  that  is  required  of  the  poor.  And 
where  has  God  placed  woman,  and  what 
seems  to  be  the  work  He  is  calling  them  to 
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do  ? Are  there  any  barriers  in  the  way  so 
they  cannot  reach  their  work  ? Are  doors 
closed  that  they  cannot  enter  in  ? 

Ah  ! surely  no  woman  in  any  land,  in  any 
age  since  the  world  began,  ever  had  such 
opportunities  for  work  as  are  given  to 
American  women  to-day.  The  women  in 
this  land  are  free,  in  every  sense.  Free  to 
work  and  speak  and  write  ; free  to  conse- 
crate heart  and  hand,  tongue  and  pen  to  the 
Lord’s  cause ; free  to  do  what  they  will  in 
His  name,  and  the  world  and  all  its  wicked- 
ness is  before  them.  The  work  is  not  for 
the  most  of  us  far  removed.  God  has 
placed  us  in  the  midst  of  it,  and  there  are 
no  barriers  except  our  own  unwillingness, 
and  no  closed  doors  except  the  doors  of 
the  unbelieving  heart.  God  has  placed  us 
in  the  midst  of  opportunities  for  useful- 
ness. He  has  not  gathered  us  all  in  one 
place  for  mutual  comfort  and  enjoyment. 
Nor  has  He  retired  us  in  solitary  places 
for  rest  and  ease,  but  in  every  place 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the 
land,  whei'e  sin  abounds  and  souls  are  per- 
ishing, God  has  placed  a few  earnest  Chris- 
tian women.  He  has  placed  them  in  the 
cities  to  confront  the  saloon  and  the 
brothel,  to  come  in  contact  with  worldli- 
ness and  wickedness  in  every  form,  and 
where  little  children  are  growing  up  in  ig- 
norance and  vice,  and  where  mission  work 
for  the  salvation  of  both  old  and  young- 
must  be  done.  He  has  placed  them  in  the 
country,  too,  where  so  many  are  inclined 
to  settle  down  to  mere  getting  and  saving, 


forgetful  of  the  claims  of  God  and  of  the 
world  around  them. 

From  every  side  comes  the  appeal  for 
help.  Never  before  has  the  great  cry  of 
suffering  humanity’s  anguish  been  so  audi- 
ble to  earthly  ears.  A few  months  ago 
great  ships  left  our  shores  laden  with  pro- 
visions for  starving  Cuba  and  India.  It 
was  Christlike  to  send  food  to  relieve  the 
famine-stricken  ones.  And  in  God’s  provi- 
dence to-day  starving  Cuba  and  the  Phil- 
ippines are  ours,  and  their  Macedonian  cry, 
“ Come  over  and  help  us,”  can  be  heard  by 
each  one  of  ds,  for  theirs  is  a hunger  of  the 
heart  more  terrible  than  any  bodily  want,  a 
hunger  which  nothing  but  the  Gospel  of 
Christ  can  satisfy.  No  angel  visitant  can 
bear  the  tidings  of  salvation  to  these  lost 
ones  ; the  news  must  be  borne  by  men  and 
women,- who  need  to  be  supported.  Is  it 
not  time  that  we  need  to  be  awakened  ? Is 
not  every  department  of  our  church  work 
being  retarded  by  the  lack  of  money  ? Are 
there  not  young  men  in  our  church  who 
stand  ready  to  carry  the  gospel  to  heathen 
lands?  Are  there  not  new  and  inviting 
fields  in  our  own  country,  if  we  had  but  the 
means  to  plant  our  banner  there?  Oh, 
sisters,  in  view  of  these  things,  can  any  of 
us  withhold  our  money  or  our  efforts, 
whether  ours  be  the  widow’s  mite  or 
Mary’s  alabaster  box?  So  let  us  go  for- 
ward in  His  strength,  striving  to  make  the 
most  of  our  time  and  opportunities,  that  at 
last  it  may  be  said  of  each  one  of  us,  “ She 
hath  done  what  she  could.” 


Remember  the  Foreign  Missions , and  “ remember  the 
words  of  the  Lord  Jesus , how  die  said , ‘ It  is  more  blessed  to 
give  than  to  receive ” 
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ABROAD. 

Latakia,  Syria. — Writing  September  30, 
Miss  Maggie  B.  Edgar  says:  The  en- 

couraging words  in  your  letter  received 
last  week  did  me  good,  and  were  needed 
just  then.  Our  schools  are  opened,  and 
we  have  had  two  weeks  of  hard  work  and, 
what  is  more  wearing,  anxiety.  Speaking 
of  the  resignations  of  two  leading  teachers, 
and  the  fact  that  one  of  them  had  accepted 
a position  with  the  Greeks,  she  adds,  “It 
is  most  disappointing  and  saddening  to  see 
those  who  should  be  strong  helpers  going 
back  and  doing  all  they  can  to  undo  the 
work  they  have  done.  . . . The  Lord’s  work 
cannot  be  in  reality  overthrown,  but  we  do 
need  patience  and  faith.” 

A letter  from  Miss  Wylie  of  the  same 
date  informs  us  that  there  are  thirty-six 
pupils  in  the  Girls’  Boarding  School,  and 
twelve  more  expected,  and  about  seventy 
in  Ihe  Day  School.  There  are  thirty  in  the 
Boarding  School  for  Boys  and  applications 
for  many  more. 

Rev.  Mr.  Stewart  also  gives  an  item  or 
two  that  will  interest  the  churches : He 

preached  in  Latakia  the  last  Sabbath  of 
September,  and  on  Monday  went  with  Miss 
Cunningham  of  Suadia,  who  had  been  spend- 
ing a few  days  with  Miss  Wylie  for  rest, 
to  Kessab,  where  she  was  to  remain  for  a 
week.  Her  teacher  this  year  will  be 
Hanna  Siman,  who  was  formerly  employed 
as  Bible  reader.  “ I am  very  glad,”  writes 
Mr.  Stewart,  “ to  have  more  time  than  for- 
merly for  preaching.  There  are  so  many 
places  that  even  now  I cannot  overtake  the 
work  that  should  be  done  in  that  line. 
September  3d,  the  Lord’s  Supper  was  ob- 
served at  Inkzik.  There  were  seven  na- 
tive communicants,  four  being  absent. 
The  father  of  our  teacher  Antonius  lives 
there.  He  used  to  be  Mr.  Lyde’s  cook  and 


servant.  He  is  an  old  man  now,  but  as 
gentle  and  free  from  guile  and  jealousy  as 
any  one  I know.  He  asked  me  to  remem- 
ber him  in  my  prayers  every  day.” 

Cyprus. — In  a letter  dated  September  5 
Rev.  Henry  Easson  has  given  us  a detailed 
statement  of  the  building  fund,  which  it  is 
not  necessary  to  publish.  But  it  is  only 
fair  to  say  that  the  receipts  include  rent 
from  Mr.  Easson  for  finished  rooms  to 
date  and  rent  for  four  years  in  advance, 
besides  liberal  donations  from  himself  and 
others  in  the  field. 

“ You  will  notice,”  he  writes,  “ that  I 
have  expended  £87  10s.  10|d.  more  than 
the  funds  received ; also  the  present 
expenditures  are  about  £24  over  my 
estimate  of  $1,700,  and  I will  need  about 
£40  more  to  put  on  window  shutters, 
purchase  cistern,  etc. 

“ Now,  as  I have  only  received  $739.14 
as  yet  from  America,  perhaps  you  will 
accept  an  explanation  with  regard  to  this 
increase.  During  the  first  part  of  the  work 
there  were  so  many  Armenians  here  that 
needed  work  in  order  to  keep  them  from 
starving  that  I had  to  employ  more  men 
than  I needed  on  the  building  proper , and 
also  I had  to  give  work  to  men  that  had 
never  done  that  kind  of  work  before  and 
hence  could  not  do  half  as  much  work  as  a 
regular  workman,  and  I did  a good  deal  of 
grading  about  the  lot  that  was  not  in  the 
estimate  in  order  to  provide  work  for  these 
men. 

“ I wrote  you  in  March  last  a statement 
you  published  in  April  Olive  Trees  : ‘ I 
ought  to  have  yet  at  the  least  £100  for  the 
building  fund  and  £40  for  Armenian  work.’ 
Since  then  I have  received  (March  23d) 
$13.64  from  the  Parnassus  L.  M.  Society, 
and  $50  from  Mr.  J.  W.  Rose,  of  the 
Almonte  Congregation,  Canada;  in  all  £13 
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Is.  5£d.,  and  about  two  weeks  ago  I 
received  another  $50  through  Mr.  J.  W. 
Rose  from  himself  and  other  friends  in  the 
congregation.  This  equals  £10  5s.  These 
three  contributions  make  £23  6s.  7d.  Now, 
if  you  deduct  that  from  the  £140  asked  for 
in  March,  you  will  have  between  £126  and 
£127  needed  yet  to  finish  the  building,  or, 
as  I said  in  the  beginning  of  this  letter, 
£87  10s.  10^d.  debt  and  £40  yet  needed  for 
work,  making  the  full  amount.  Now,  if 
some  of  the  congregations  in  the  States 
would  learn  a lesson  from  Mr.  J.  W.  Rose 
and  friends  of  the  Almonte  Congregation, 
I would  have  the  house  finished  and  out 
of  debt  before  New  Year’s,  1900.  Can 
this  not  be  done  and  let  us  begin  the 
century  with  a completed  mission  house  ? ” 

Olive  Trees  invites  the 
friends  of  the  work  in  Cyprus 
to  contribute  the  $ 635.00  needed 
for  this  purpose. 

The  following  items  in  regard  to  the  work 
are  from  Mr.  Easson : 

Monday,  August  28,  I left  Larnaca  with 
Mr.  Demitriades  for  Kerynia.  We  spent 
the  night  in  Nicosia  and  arranged  for  two 
meetings  on  our  return — on  Thursday 
evening  for  the  Armenians  and  on  Friday 
for  the  Greeks.  We  reached  Kerynia  on 
Tuesday  at  5 p.  m.  There  had  been  quite  a 
stir  against  us  and  our  work  since  we  were 
here  before,  and  so  when  the  time  of  meet- 
ing came  we  had  only  the  four  men  who 
have  declared  their  intention  of  taking  the 
Word  of  God  for  their  only  guide.  The 
next  day  we  visited  the  shops  or  stores  of 
these  men.  They  told  us  that  since  our 
talk  with  them  before  about  Sabbath- 
keeping they  had  all  decided  to  close  their 
stores  on  the  Sabbath,  and  they  all  said 
that  they  felt  happier  in  their  work  than 
before,  and  I do  not  think  they  will  lose 


much  trade  by  it,  as  the  Greek  papers  are 
full  of  articles  on  better  Sabbath  observance, 
and  at  a large  meeting  in  Atheus,  made  up 
of  representatives  from  all  the  trades  and 
professions,  they  agreed  to  ask  the  Govern- 
ment to  issue  an  order  forbidding  the 
opening  of  all  places  of  business. 

At  our  meeting  on  Wednesday  night  two 
others  were  present.  Our  friends  here 
were  very  much  pleased  with  our  visit. 

We  held  our  meetings  at  Nicosia  on 
Thursday  and  Friday  evenings.  Being 
summer,  the  attendance  was  small,  about 
14  at  each  service.  Came  home  on  Satur- 
day. On  Sabbath  had  two  preaching 
services  and  Sabbath  school  as  usual. 
Attendance : Armenian,  45 ; Sabbath 

school,  60 ; Greek,  25.  Very  good  for 
summer. 

The  devil  always  has  his  agents  on  hand 
to  shout  “Mason”  at  any  Greeks  who  may 
happen  to  attend,  and  in  this  way  some 
are  driven  away  for  awhile,  but  others 
come.  We  ask  your  prayers  that  all  his 
fiery  darts  may  be  quenched. 

A week  ago  yesterday  (September  3), 
the  devil  seemed  to  be  very  anxious,  and 
in  the  afternoon  he  had  people  on  guard  in 
front  of  our  chapel,  and  when  the  boys 
who  were  in  the  Greek  class  went  out  they 
were  stopped,  and  the  lecture  they  received 
has  had  its  desired  effect  for  a time  at  least, 
for  none  of  them  came  out  to  the  preaching 
in  the  evening,  and  only  one,  and  he  a 
stranger  in  Larnaca,  came  back  to  the  Sab- 
bath school  yesterday.  On  the  same  even- 
ing we  had  a good  audience,  for,  although 
the  eight  or  ten  boys  had  been  frightened 
away,  the  Lord  sent  more  in  their  place  ■, 
but  the  devil’s  servants,  this  time  in  the 
shape  of  boys,  met  them  at  the  chapel  gate 
and  followed  them  down  the  street  shout- 
ing, “ Masons,”  “ Masons,”  and  as  they 
were  mostly  women  and  girls,  they  took 
fright  and  said,  “ Be  quiet  and  let  us  alone, 
and  we  will  not  go  back  again.” 
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So  yesterday  evening  I went  to  the  cbapel 
with  very  little  hope  of  having  anyone  to 
preach  to.  I found  that  Demitriades  had. 
brought  his  mother  and  his  aunt  and  her 
servant  girl,  and  our  servant  and  Mrs. 
Easson  were  present,  but  we  decided  to 
have  our  regular  preaching  service.  While 
we  were  singing  a Greek  and  his  daughter, 
who  are  here  from  Athens,  came  in,  aud  we 
were  not  expecting  any  more  ; but  just  as 
I was  beginning  the  sermon  eight  young 
men,  all  Catholics,  came  in.  A few  of  them 
understood  both  English  and  Greek,  and 
all  of  them  understood  Greek.  None  of 
them  had  ever  been  in  our  chapel 
before. 

My  heart  went  up  to  God  in  thanksgiving, 
for  I felt  that  in  a special  sense  they  had 
been  sent  of  God.  Pray  with  us  that  the 
message  they  received,  although  delivered 
in  weakness,  may  become  by  the  power  of 
God  the  means  of  leading  many  of  them 
out  from  the  bondage  of  ordinances  into 
the  liberty  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 
May  the  Holy  Spirit  take  away  the  fear  of 
man  from  the  hearts  of  these  poor  ignorant 
people.  Many  of  them  wise  in  worldly 
things,  but  O,  how  ignorant  in  the  things 
which  pertain  to  the  kingdom  of  God ! 

The  following  brief  report,  dated  Sep- 
tember 5,  is  from  Mr.  Vamvois  to  Mr. 
Easson  on  the  work  in  Lefkara : 

“ About  five  weeks  ago  I came  here  at 
the  request  of  Dr.  Moore  to  assist  him  in 
the  work  of  the  Lord. 

“ Twice  a week  he  has  clinics,  which  are 
opened  with  religious  teachings.  Dr.  Moore 
reads  and  explains  the  Gospel  at  one  clinic 
and  I at  the  other  each  week.  The  average 
attendance  is  about  60.  Most  of  them 
come,  not  for  the  teaching,  but  for  the  pills, 
or  for  the  healing  of  the  body,  even  as  they 
did  in  the  days  when  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
was  here  in  body. 

“ Lefkara  is  one  of  the  worst  villages  in 
Cyprus.  Not  a day  passes  during  the  year 


in  which  the  civil  court  does  not  have  a 
case  from  Lefkara. 

“They  are  like  wild  beasts,  lovers  of 
slander  and  evil  speaking,  and  they  do  not 
wish  us  to  remain  here  and  disturb  their 
consciences  by  the  teaching  of  the  Gospel, 
but  the  pills  stop  the  mouths  of  the 
lions. 

“ Yesterday  they  held  a counsel  in  one 
of  the  coffee  houses  and  agreed  to  try  to 
entrap  me  in  my  words,  and  thus  create  a 
cause  to  beat  me ; but  one  who  was  present 
— not  a native  of  Lefkara — was  friendly 
toward  me,  and  came  and  told  me  about 
their  meeting  and  their  purpose,  and  thus 
put  me  on  my  guard. 

“We  are  thankful  that  a good  many  of 
the  people  of  Lefkara  feel  that  they  are 
sinners  and  know  that  we  are  not  ‘ Masons,’ 
but  Christians,  and  that  we  preach  Christ 
Jesus  only.  We  ask  your  prayers.” 

On  the  foregoing  statement  Mr.  Easson 
makes  the  following  remarks  : 

As  the  common  people  among  the  Greeks 
have  the  idea  that  the  word  “ Mason  ” 
means  the  same  as  infidel,  and  that  the 
“ Masons  ” do  not  believe  in  Jesus  Christ, 
their  leaders  call  all  Protestants  “ Masons,” 
in  order  to  stir  up  the  people  against  us. 
I have  frequently  heard  those  who  had 
strayed  into  our  service  for  the  first  time 
say,  “We  were  told  that  you  people  did 
not  believe  in  Jesus  Chx-ist,  but  you  do  not 
seem  to  preach  about  anything  or  anybody 
but  Christ.” 

And  with  Paul  the  Apostle  we  answer : 
“I  have  determined  not  to  know  anything 
among  you  save  Jesus  Christ  and  Him 
crucified.” 

So  we  preach  Christ  and  teach  Christ  as 
the  only  mediator  between  God  and  men, 
as  the  only  and  all-sufficient  Saviour,  and 
they  soon  learn  that  we  do  not  believe  in 
the  mediation  of  the  saints  or  any  other 
created  being,  but  that  salvation  is  all  of 
God  through  Jesus  Christ  His  Son. 
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Of  course  they  ask  questions,  and  then 
they  get  plain  answers.  This  was  the  cause 
of  the  trouble  in  Lefkara.  They  have  in 
their  church  there  a piece  of  wood,  which 
they  believe  is  a piece  of  the  true  cross,  and 
they  asked  Mr.  Yamvois  if  he  believed  as 
they  did,  and,  of  course,  he  had  to  say  no. 
Then  he  told  them  that  if  all  the  pieces  of 
wood  called  the  true  cross  were  collected, 
you  would  have  lumber  enough  to  build  a 
ship,  and  this  made  them  angry,  and  they 
took  counsel  against  him. 

New  Hebbides. — A letter  from  Bev.  John 
Gillan,  published  in  Quarterly  Jottings 
for  October,  contains  the  following  very 
interesting  story  of  the  work  at  Uripiv, 
Malakula : 

Yesterday,  Sabbath,  we  held  our  Com- 
munion service.  It  was  one  of  our  specially 
good  days  on  Uripiv.  The  influence  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  was  strongly  felt.  We  had  our 
usual  weekly  prayer-meeting  on  Wednes- 
day morning  at  six.  Then  our  boat  and 
two  canoes  went  to  different  parts  of  the 
mainland  to  gather  in  the  teachers  from 
the  out-stations.  With  them  came  some 
church  members  and  some  candidates  for 
baptism.  There  are  now  fourteen  candi- 
dates who  are  likely  to  be  baptized  in 
three  months,  besides  some  others  who  are 
very  near,  but  who  have  not  yet  taken  a 
decided  stand  on  Christ’s  side. 

Forty-nine  of  us  sat  down  at  the  Lord’s 
table,  and,  including  children  and  those 
not  yet  admitted  to  church  membership, 
our  numbers  were  nearly  one  hundred. 
They  all  stayed  on  the  Mission  premises. 
Nine  of  these  were  baptized  last  December, 
and  this  was  their  first  communion.  On 
Thursday  and  Friday  we  had  two  meetings 
each  day  in  the  church.  On  these  days 
and  on  Saturday  each  of  the  forty-nine 
communicants  came  and  had  some  talk 
with  me,  and  we  engaged  in  prayer.  Each 
married  couple  came  together,  the  others 
singly.  Of  course  they  had  all  been  taught 


previously,  but  we  had  these  special  gath- 
erings to  obtain  full  measure  of  the  Holy 
Spirit.  And  I am  thankful  to  say  that  our 
desires  were  largely  fulfilled. 

A communion  service  is  always  very 
solemn  ; but  my  feelings  at  such  a service  or 
a baptismal  service  here  on  a heathen 
island  are  simply  indescribable.  All  of  our 
converts  are  drawn  from  the  ranks  of  the 
naked  and  dirty,  the  savage  heathen  canni- 
bal. We  had  known  each  one  as  a naked 
heathen,  living  in  sin.  And  even  while  we 
were  gathering  here,  heathen  drums  were 
being  beaten  and  conches  sounded  to  gather 
the  people  together  to  a heathen  feast. 
And  although  cannibalism  is  not  now  prac- 
tised on  the  islet  of  Uripiv  it  still  is  on  the 
mainland  at  places  within  five  miles  of  us. 
And  even  on  Uripiv  the  sick  and  feeble  are 
still  sometimes  buried  alive,  in  spite  of  all 
we  can  do  to  prevent  it. 

But  in  our  Church  some  of  these  people 
were  gathered  together,  clean  in  body  and 
decently  clothed.  And  not  only  so,  but 
washed  and  made  clean  in  the  blood  of  the 
Lamb  slain  for  them. 

But  after  saying  all  this,  even  our 
Christian  friends,  who  live  in  Christian 
lands,  can  only  faintly  understand  our 
feelings.  One  is  simply  overpowered  with 
indescribable  feelings  of  joy,  thankfulness 
and  tenderness. 

A missionary  to  savages  like  these  has 
many  sore  trials  and  heartaches — not  to 
speak  of  backaches — but  one  hour  of  Chris- 
tian fellowship  with  those  whom  Christ  has 
redeemed  makes  up  for  it  all  a thousand 
times  over. 

Of  course  I took  the  whole  of  the  com- 
munion service  myself.  It  was  held  at 
8 a.  m.  In  the  afternoon  and  evening  I 
simply  presided.  At  both  of  these  meet- 
ings the  addresses  and  prayers  were  by  the 
teachers  and  converts. 

Three  of  our  younger  members  spoke  in 
the  afternoon.  They  had  not  very  much 
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to  say  except  to  exhort  each  other  to  at- 
tend to  the  teachings  of  their  missionary, 
and  to  trust  in  Jesus  to  kee25  them  from 
sin,  but  their  words  were  full  of  feeling. 

Africa. — The  year  1898,  which  is  only 
the  twenty-third  in  the  history  of  this 
mission  in  British  Central  Africa,  has 
proved  even  more  remarkable  in  fruitful- 
ness than  its  predecessor.  It  began  with 
557  native  communicants  in  the  five  con- 
gregations of  Livingstonia,  Bandawe, 
Ngoniland,  Karonga,  Mwenzo.  It  closed 
with  more  than  double  that  number,  besides 
hundreds  of  candidates  for  baptism  or  full 
communion.  The  year  began  with  10,976 
scholars  on  the  roll,  or  13,122,  adding  those 
under  our  Reformed  Dutch  Church  coadju- 
tors. It  closed  with  the  addition  of  sev- 
eral thousands  to  these  high  figures. — Free 
Church  Monthly. 

The  same  paper  contains  a letter  from 
Dr.  Laws,  dated  18th  May,  in  which  he 
says : 

“I  have  just  got  back  from  Ekwendeni, 
where  there  was  a remarkable  gathering  of 
natives  for  the  sacramental  feast  of  taber- 
nacles. For  the  first  time  in  all  my  life  I 
saw  a communion  flagon  filled  with  water 
set  beside  the  baptismal  fonts,  and  requir- 
ing to  be  replenished,  the  font  getting 
empty  through  the  numbers  getting  bap- 
tized. One  eveniug,  if  not  oftener,  our 
companions  started  Dr.  Elmslie  and  myself 
on  recollections  of  former  days,  and  both 
he  and  I seemed  as  men  that  dreamed,  in 
seeing  what  great  things  the  Lord  has 
wrought.  The  problem  of  the  future  of 
the  Church  here  is,  however, one  fraught  with 
an  awful  responsibility,  and  how  to  meet  it 
without  additional  European  help  I hardly 
know.  In  Ngoniland  alone  there  are  some 
1,700  catechumens,  and  in  November  there 
will  be  500  or  more  to  examine  as  candi- 
dates for  baptism.  Facing  the  needs  of 
those  already  Christians,  and  those  new 
candidates,  Mr.  Fraser  said  to  me,  ‘ My 


courage  fails  me  in  meeting  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  examination  of  these  500.’  I 
fully  sympathize  with  him,  and  can  only 
pray  that  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  will  send 
forth  laborers  He  has  prepared  for  His 
harvest  field.  ...  As  to  my  home-coming, 
I shall  make  no  needless  delay,  but  I feel 
certain  things  must  be  got  into  shape  for 
the  sake  of  Dr.  Elmslie,  the  work  here,  and 
my  usefulness  when  I come  home.  Before 
Dr.  Laws  leaves  Livingstonia  for  his  over- 
due furlough,  the  plans  of  the  new  institu- 
tion will  be  ready,  and  considerable  prog- 
ress will  be  made  with  the  building.  J. 
Binnie,  Esq.,  of  Glasgow,  is  sending  out 
the  iron  sheets  necessary  for  the  roofs. 
The  stone  is  found  in  the  mission  quarry, 
the  first  in  British  Central  Africa 

AT  HOME. 

Allegheny  Pa. — The  following  resolu- 
tion was  passed  unanimously  by  the  Re- 
formed Presbytery  of  Pittsburgh  at  its 
late  meeting  in  Newcastle,  Pa.,  October  10, 
1899: 

Resolved,  That  this  Presbytery  unite  its 
most  earnest  protest  with  the  protests  of 
other  bodies,  such  as  Presbyteries  and  min- 
isters’ associations,  against  the  action  of 
ministers  of  the  gospel  in  holding  so- 
called  religious  services  on  the  Lord’s  day 
in  parks  and  other  similar  jilaces  of  public 
resort,  and  warn  all  the  people  under  its 
care  against  attending  any  such  services 
under  any  circumstances.  And  Presby- 
tery would  most  emphatically  condemn  the 
supporting  of  greedy  Sabbath-breaking 
corporations  in  seeking  to  enrich  them- 
selves under  the  guise  of  ministering  to 
the  religious  needs  of  the  community. 

S.  J.  Crowe, 

J.  R.  Wylie, 

D.  McAllister, 

R.  C.  Wylie, 

Robert  Speer, 

Committee. 
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The  following  resolutions  were  unani- 
mously passed  by  Mahoning  Presbytery  at 
North  Jackson  in  September : 

Resolved,  First — That  we  declare  anew 
our  allegiance  to  the  fourth  commandment, 
and  recognize  the  observance  of  the  Lord’s 
day  as  necessary  to  the  perpetuity  of  the 
home,  the  State  and  the  Church. 

Resolved,  Second — We  deplore  the  hand- 
ling of  the  mails  on  the  Lord’s  day,  in- 
volving as  it  does  the  distribution  of  the 
Sunday  newspaper,  which  is  unchristian 
and  unconstitutional. 

Resolved,  Third — We  disapprove  of  all 
manner  of  unnecessary  secular  business 
and  labor  and  the  pursuit  of  all  manner  of 
popular  amusements  and  recreations  during 
the  hours  of  the  Sabbath. 

Resolved,  Fourth — That  we  deplore  the 
utter  disregard  shown  by  many  of  our  cor- 
porations in  the  running  of  trains  and  street 
cars  and  formation  of  trusts  without  regard 
for  the  Sabbath  day. 

Resolved,  Fifth  — We  are  sorry  that 
many  who  call  themselves  Christians  go  on 
pleasure  excursions  on  the  Lord’s  day  and 
thus  not  only  violate  the  Sabbath  them- 
selves, but  encourage  the  running  of  Sun- 
day excursions,  which  are  always  demoral- 
izing to  the  community. 

Resolved,  Sixth — That  we  as  a Presby- 
tery warn  our  people  not  to  be  entrapped 
into  conducting  services  on  the  Lord’s  day 
that  will  increase  the  patronage  of  ungodly 
corporations. 

Resolved,  Seventh — We  most  heartily 
endorse  the  work  of  the  American  Sabbath 
Union,  and  most  heartily  commend  the 
field  secretary,  Rev.  S.  J.  Crowe,  as  an 
earnest  and  efficient  worker. 

According  to  the  Pittsburgh  Gazette, 
Rev.  S.  J.  Crowe,  of  the  American  Sabbath 
Union,  took  occasion,  when  preaching  re- 
cently in  Central  Allegheny  Churcb,  to 
indorse  the  action  of  this  and  two  other 
Presbyteries  in  the  following  terms  : 


“ I indorse  the  deliverances  of  these  in- 
fluential bodies. 

“ First.  Because  there  are  six  days  in  the 
week  in  which  preaching  can  be  done  in  all 
such  public  places  without  any  possibility 
/ of  condemnation  by  any  Presbytery  ; and 
such  notable  examples  as  John  Wesley  and 
Dwight  L.  Moody  and  others  can  be  cited, 
who  reached  great  multitudes  with  the 
Gospel  during  the  week  days. 

“ Second.  It  is  well  known  that  the 
street-car  corporations,  which  are  legally 
operated  six  days  in  the  week  and  illegally 
operated  on  the  Sabbath,  are  quite  willing 
in  their  lust  for  gold  to  financially  reim- 
burse those  who  can  be  used  to  increase 
their  patronage  on  the  Lord’s  day,  as  was 
done  recently  in  a prominent  town  in  the 
oil  country.  This  is  a matter  of  business 
with  them,  and  against  this  wickedness  is 
a presbytery  that  has  a right  to  enjoin  its 
members  from  being  used  as  a deceitful 
subterfuge  to  sugar-coat  sin  by  holding  so- 
called  religious  services  in  public  parks  on 
the  Lord’s  day. 

“ Third.  In  the  study  of  the  life  of  Jesus 
Christ  it  will  be  found  that  He  was  in  the 
house  of  God  on  the  Sabbath  and  preached 
to  the  multitudes  on  the  week  days,  and 
never  did  anything  to  encourage  the  deeds 
of  the  flesh  on  the  Lord’s  day. 

“ Fourth.  A minister  of  the  gospel  loses 
the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  public 
carriers  who  man  the  trolley  lines,  railway 
trains,  steamship  and  steamboat  lines  by 
allying  the  church  with  the  world  in  the 
enslavement  of  these  men  by  seven-day 
toil. 

“Fifth.  A minister  of  the  gospel  should 
avoid  the  very  appearance  of  evil  and  not 
allow  himself  to  be  made  the  occasion  for 
thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  to  spend 
the  Lord’s  day  in  worldly  amusement  in  a 
public  park  under  the  shallow  pretense  of 
hearing  a sermon  for  a few  minutes,  thereby 
destroying  parental  influence  and  setting 
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at  naught  the  commandments  of  God  and 
ushering  in  a continental  Sunday  with  all 
its  dangerous  and  unholy  influences. 

“ Sixth.  The  presbyteries  have  a right  to 
warn  their  members  against  holding  serv- 
ices in  such  places  as  will  increase  the 
patronage  of  illegal  and  God-dishonoring 
corporations ; and  every  member  of  the 
presbytery  is  under  a solemn  vow  to  have 
due  respect  for  them  who  have  the  over- 
sight in  the  Lord. 

“ Seventh.  A mistaken  zeal  that  involves 
the  violation  of  God’s  holy  will  is  subver- 
sive of  morals  and  will  occasion  great  harm, 
and  against  such  a dangerous  course  the 
presbyteries  have  the  unquestioned  right 
to  restrain  their  mistaken  brethren  from 
offering  sacrifices  in  the  court  of  the  Gen- 
tiles, when  that  court  is  polluted  with  the 
awful  crime  of  disobedience  to  God. 

“ Eighth.  The  street-car  line  that  offered 
two  hundred  dollars  in  a neighboring  town 
to  have  a camp-meeting  run  through  the 
Sabbath  and  was  refused  was  repeating  in 
spirit  the  action  of  Judas  when  he  sold  his 
Master  for  thirty  pieces  of  silver  ; and  it  is 
but  right  that  the  presbyteries  should 
guard  their  members  from  such  appalling 
consequences.” 

Central  Allegheny. — The  first  Sabbath 
of  October  was  our  Communion  Sabbath. 
The  weather  was  very  favorable.  Attend- 
ance during  all  the  services  was  good.  Rev. 
C.  McCleod  Smith  assisted.  His  sermons 
were  plain,  practical,  earnest  and  spiritual. 
The  Communion  season  was  one  of  the 
most  enjoyable  we  ever  had.  On  Monday 
evening,  September  25,  at  the  close  of  the 
prayer  meeting  exercises  an  informal  fare- 
well meeting  was  held  for  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
C.  A.  Dodds.  Remarks  expressive  of  the 
esteem  in  which  they  are  held  and  of  our 
desire  for  success  in  their  field  of  labor 
were  made  by  Rev.  S.  J.  Crowe  and  a num- 
ber of  others.  Miss  Bessie  Lowe  and  Miss 
Laura  Anderson  presented  on  behalf  of  a 


few  friends  tokens  of  esteem,  the  former 
to  Mrs.  Dodds  and  the  latter  to  Mr.  Dodds. 
Refreshments  were  served,  after  which  the 
meeting  adjourned.  J.  W.  S. 

Boston,  Mass. — A Boston  paper  contains 
the  following  report  of  a sermon  preached 
in  Chambers  Street  Church  by  the  pastor, 
Rev.  J.  M.  Foster,  on  the  “Position  of  the 
Covenanters.” 

He  began  by  telling  the  origin  of  the 
body,  and  the  reasons  why  many  of  them 
left  England  and  settled  in  North  Carolina. 
He  then  described  the  part  they  took  in 
the  War  of  the  Revolution  and  in  the  Civil 
War,  where  they  took  sides  with  the  North 
and  contributed,  he  said,  men  and  money 
to  the  cause. 

He  described  their  work  for  the  country 
and  their  devotion  to  its  principles  thus: 

“ The  Covenanters  were  in  the  American 
army  during  the  eight  years  of  the  Revolu- 
tion. When  peace  was  proclaimed  with 
England  in  1783  the  Covenanters  returned 
home  to  exercise  their  political  privileges, 
as  their  Christian  citizenship  imperatively 
required.  They  performed  their  part  in 
sending  delegates  to  the  convention  in 
Philadelphia  that  framed  our  National 
Constitution.  But  when  that  convention 
of  55  delegates,  representing  all  the  States 
except  Rhode  Island,  after  almost  five 
months  of  stormy  debate,  conducted  in  a 
hermetically  sealed  room,  gave  out  a Con- 
stitution which  compromised  on  the  matter 
of  States’  rights  and  human  slavery,  but 
worst  of  all,  failed  to  recognize  the  authority 
and  law  of  the  King  of  Kings,  the  Cove- 
nanters at  once  lifted  up  their  voices  in 
protest  against  this  act  of  rebellion  against 
the  King  of  nations,  and  entered  their 
political  dissent  against  that  Constitution 
which  is  false  to  the  history  and  life  of  the 
nation. 

“ They  will  not  swear  to  support  that 
Constitution,  either  personally  or  through 
a representative.  And  hence  they  have  not 
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voted  or  held  office  under  our  National 
Constitution  to  this  day. 

“ They  do  not,  however,  cease  to  be  loyal 
and  patriotic  citizens.  They  do  not  abate 
oue  jot  or  tittle  of  their  interest  in  the 
peace  and  welfare  of  the  nation.  They  hold 
that  obedience  to  just  and  legal  authority 
is  obedience  to  God ; that  rebellion  against 
just  and  legal  authority  is  resistance  to 
God ; that  patriotism  is  not  a mere  political 
sentiment,  but  a duty  to  God,  and  that 
rebellion  is  not  mere  mistaken  political 
sentiment,  but  a sin  against  God.  ‘ And 
they  that  resist  shall  receive  judgment  to 
themselves.’ 

“ The  Covenanters  serve  the  Lord  Christ 
in  the  realm  of  politics.  There  never  was 
a slaveholder  in  the  communion  of  the 
Covenauters.  They  were  abolitionists  from 
principle.  They  were  with  the  Union  army 
during  the  four  years  of  our  Civil  War. 
There  was  not  a rebel  in  their  communion. 
No  10,000  citizens  contribute  more  time 
and  money,  more  thought  and  energy  in  the 
eause  of  national  reform  than  the  Cove- 
nanters. They  occupy  the  position  of 
political  dissent,  not  from  motives  of  un- 
patriotic disloyalty  to  the  country,  but  from 
sentiments  of  patriotic  loyalty  to  Christ.  In 
the  antebellum  times  the  abolitionists,  Wen- 
dell Phillips,  William  Lloyd  Garrison  and 
others,  stood  with  them  in  repudiating  the 
Constitution,  because  it  held  the  wing  of 
legal  protection  over  that  sum  of  all  villain- 
ies— human  slavery.  These  men  did  not 
hesitate  to  denominate  the  Constitution  a 
covenant  with  death  and  a league  with  hell. 
A compact  that  permitted  to  be  trampled 
under  foot  the  rights  of  men  ought  to  be 
torn  to  pieces.  But  when  the  war  secured 
the  emancipation  of  the  slaves,  and  the 
Fourteenth  and  Fifteenth  Amendments  had 
been  adopted,  the  abolitionists  came  to 
New  York  with  banners  tattered,  shields 
dented,  swords  broken  and  garments 
stained  with  the  blood  of  the  slain,  and, 


congratulating  one  another  on  the  victory, 
formally  disbanded. 

“ The  Covenanters,  however,  girded  on 
their  armor  anew  for  the  fiercer  conflict 
still  before  them.  The  crown  rights  and 
royal  prerogatives  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  are  yet  to  be  vindicated.  In  1871 
they  entered  into  a public  covenant  in 
Pittsburg.  Among  other  vows  this  occurs  : 
‘ We  will  pray  and  labor  for  the  peace  and 
welfare  of  our  country,  and  for  its  reforma- 
tion by  a constitutional  recognition  of  God 
as  the  source  of  all  power,  of  Jesus  Christ 
as  the  ruler  of  nations,  of  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures as  the  supreme  rule,  and  of  the  true 
Christian  religion ; and  we  will  continue  to 
refuse  to  incorporate  by  any  act  with  the 
political  body,  until  this  blessed  reforma- 
tion has  been  secured.’ 

“ Covenanters  are  not  indifferent.  They 
take  the  deepest  interest  in  political  affairs. 
It  is  a great  trial  for  those  in  whose  hearts 
the  love  of  country  glows  to  abstain  from 
political  action,  and  it  is  only  a high  sense 
of  duty  to  the  King  of  Kings  that  prompts 
them  to  take  this  course.” 

Coldenham,  N.  Y. — The  regular  fall 
meeting  of  New  York  Presbytery  met  at 
the  appointed  time  in  the  Coldenham  Re- 
formed Presbyterian  Church.  Nearly  every 
congregation  of  the  Presbytery  was  repre- 
sented. At  the  request  of  the  Rev.  Theo- 
dore M.  Carlisle,  in  which  the  congregation 
of  the  Fourth  New  York  reluctantly  con- 
cui'red,  the  pastoral  relation  existing  be- 
tween Rev.  Theodore  M.  Carlisle  and  the 
Fourth  New  York  Congregation  was  dis- 
solved. Mr.  Carlisle  asked  and  was 
granted  a letter  of  standing  to  the  Presby- 
terian Church. 

Presbytery  decided  to  adjourn,  to  meet 
in  its  next  regular  meeting  on  the  third 
Tuesday  of  October,  1900,  in  the  White 
Lake  R.  P.  Church. 

Rev.  T.  A.  Rusk  was  appointed  to  mod- 
erate in  the  session  of  the  Fourth  New 
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York,  and  if  requested,  to  moderate  in  cal]. 
White  Lake  Congregation  was  to  arrange 
through  the  Committee  on  Supplies  for  the 
communion,  and  also  the  moderation  of  a 
call.  , 

Presbytery  was  highly  entertained  by 
the  Coldenham  Congregation ; so  much 
so  that  Presbytery  instructed  the  clerk  to 
write  a letter  of  appreciation  and  thanks. 
The  centennial  services  were  very  fine.  A 
most  elaborate  programme  had  been  ar- 
ranged, and  all  the  speakers,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  two,  were  present.  I think  it 
can  be  truthfully  stated  that  Coldenham 
Congregation  gave  evidence  of  a hundred 
years  more  of  life  and  service  and  pros- 
perity. We  congratulate  Brother  Patton 
and  the  Coldenham  Congregation,  and 
wish  them  every  blessing  in  the  Lord. 

Samuel  McNaugher,  Clerk. 

Fairgrove,  Mich. — Our  communion  was 
dispensed  on  the  first  Sabbath  of  Octo- 
ber. The  occasion  and  weather  were 
very  pleasant,  and  we  trust  the  exercises 
of  the  occasion  were  a source  of  spiritual 
help  to  us.  Missionary  J.  Boggs  Dodds 
was  our  assistant.  His  preaching  and  mis- 
sionary addresses  were  highly  enjoyed  by 
all  who  heard  them.  His  address  on  Mis- 
sion Work  and  Workers  on  Sabbath 
evening  was  before  an  audience  composed 
largely  of  Covenanters,  Presbyterians  and 
United  Presbyterians,  and  was  highly  ap- 
preciated. He  was  able  to  tell  the  Presby- 
terians about  their  mission  in  Syria,  and 
the  United  Presbyterians  about  their  mis- 
sion in  Egypt.  On  Monday,  he  addressed 
our  Women’s  and  Men’s  Missionary  So- 
ciety. Our  own  work  and  workers  in  the 
East  were  his  special  theme.  Facts  not 
before  well  understood  were  clearly  brought 
out,  and  we  hope  a deeper  and  more  liberal 
interest  will  be  taken  in  our  Foreign  Mis- 
sion than  ever  before.  His  tour  among 
our  congregations,  we  feel  sure,  will  quicken 
the  zeal  and  revive  the  interest  of  our 


people  in  the  foreign  work  of  the  Church. 
May  it  lead  to  a larger  consecration  of  the 
Church’s  guns  to  the  carrying  on  of  the 
Lord’s  work  abroad.  T.  C.  S. 

New  York. — The  Third  Congregation  of 
New  York  observed  the  Lord’s  Supper,  as 
usual,  on  the  second  Sabbath  of  October, 
with  many  tokens  of  the  divine  favor.  There 
was  an  accession  of  five.  The  assistant 
was  Rev.  J.  Boggs  Dodds,  of  Syria,  who  on 
Monday  evening  gave  a very  interesting 
account  of  the  work  in  that  field,  dwelling 
specially  on  the  condition  and  claims  of 
Suadia,  the  center  of  his  own  labors.  His 
graphic  descriptions  and  earnest  words  held 
the  attention  of  the  audience  for  two  hours, 
and  must  have  made  a lasting  impression. 
The  only  regret  any  one  could  feel  on 
listening  to  the  address  was  that  a man  of 
such  personal  magnetism  and  energy  was 
detained  in  this  country  when  his  services 
were  so  much  needed  abroad.  It  is,  how- 
ever, the  will  of  the  Redeemer,  and  He  has 
some  important  purpose  to  serve. 

On  the  next  Sabbath  the  Second  Congre- 
gation held  its  communion.  There  was  an 
accession  of  three,  one  of  them  the  fruit  of 
the  Mission  El-Eman.  The  weather  on  the 
Sabbath  was  so  pleasant  that  many  who 
might  otherwise  have  been  unable  to  at- 
tend were  present,  and  the  house  was  filled 
with  devout  worshipers.  Not  a few  were 
visitors  who  had  come  in  to  witness  a 
Covenanter  Communion.  A young  Scotch- 
man from  British  Columbia  remained  with 
the  others  to  the  close  of  the  service,  and 
declared  afterward  that,  since  leaving 
Caithness,  in  the  north  of  Scotland,  some 
years  ago,  he  had  not  witnessed  such  a 
scene,  nor  so  thoroughly  enjoyed  himself. 
The  action  sermon  was  on  “ Glorying  in  the 
Cross.”  The  cross  was  viewed  as  a symbol 
l-evealing  the  heart  of  God,  a proclamation 
of  sin  put  away  by  the  sacrifice  of  a substi- 
tute, a wellspring  of  blessings  suited  to 
our  need  and  made  sure  to  us,  and  the  only 
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means  of  touching  hearts  and  changing 
lives  ; while  “ glorying  ” was  said  to  imply  a 
personal  interest  in  Christ,  as  we  do  not 
glory  in  the  possessions  of  another,  but  only 
in  what  belongs  to  ourselves ; and  decision 
in  the  service  of  Christ,  including  an  open 
confession,  separation  from  the  world,  im- 
passioned consecration  and  a faithful  testi- 
mony. This  was  the  central  idea  in  all  the 
exercises  that  the  pastor  conducted. 

The  presence  of  ministers  from  other 
parts  of  the  Church  added  very  much  to 
the  interest  of  the  occasion.  On  the  day 
of  humiliation  and  prayer  Rev.  C.  A.  Dodds, 
who  was  preparing  for  his  departure  to 
Syria,  preached  a most  appropriate  sermon 
on  the  value  of  living  in  close  communion 
with  God,  and  on  Sabbath  Rev.  Dr.  H.  H. 
George,  who  is  in  the  city  with  his  wife 
making  arrangements  for  a convention  in 
the  interest  of  national  religion,  gave  a 
very  touching  Table  address.  The  dis- 
courses of  the  assistant,  Rev.  W.  J.  Cole- 
man, were  clear,  timely  and  effective  presen- 
tations of  important  truths.  The  people 
were  called  to  contemplate  the  good 
results  that  flow  from  “looking  at  our 
sins,”  namely,  repentence,  humility,  watch- 
fulness and  gratitude  to  God  for  salvation. 
Then  there  was  held  up  the  vivid  picture 
of  the  “ plan  of  salvation  ’’  drawn  in  the 
words,  “ He  hath  made  Him  sin  for  us 
Who  knew  no  sin ; that  we  might  be 
made  the  righteousness  of  God  in  Him.” 
Here  salvation  is  seen  to  rest  on  imputa- 
tion, imputation  on  union  with  Christ,  and 
union  with  Christ  on  the  sovereign  will  of 
God,  while  a door  of  hope  is  thrown  open 
to  every  one  in  the  expressive  phrase, 
“ That  we  might  be  made.”  On  Sabbath 
evening  communicants  were  urged  to  “ set 
their  minds  on  things  above.”  Thinking 
of  heavenly  things  is  an  effective  means  of 
promoting  a godly  life,  as  it  tends  to  a 
proper  estimate  of  the  reward  provided  for 
us,  a right  conception  of  the  world  and  a 


correct  appreciation  of  the  love  of  Christ. 
The  closing  sermon  was  on  the  distinctive 
position  of  the  Covenanter  Church,  and 
was  based  on  the  inquiry,  “ What  part  hath 
he  that  believeth  with  an  unbeliever?” 
An  outline  of  this  clearly  reasoned  and 
conclusive  address,  with  the  practical  ap- 
plication in  full,  will  be  prepared  by  request 
for  a future  number  of  Olive  Trees. 

In  this  connection  we  are  glad  to  report 
that  arrangements  are  being  made  to  hold 
a National  Reform  Convention  in  Broad- 
way Tabernacle,  New  York,  December  5-7, 
1899,  “ in  the  interest  of  Christian  citizen- 
ship.” 

The  call  for  this  meeting  is  as  follows  : 

“Civil  government  is  an  ordinance  of 
God.  It  was  instituted  by  God  in  man’s 
nature  for  the  glory  of  His  own  name  and 
the  well-being  of  our  race.  Nations,  clothed 
with  the  sovereign  authority  of  civil  gov- 
ernment, are  moral  agents  under  the  Divine 
Sovereign,  their  Creator  and  Ruler. 

“ It  follows  that  every  nation  should  in 
its  own  proper  sphere  acknowledge  its 
Author  and  accept  His  law  as  the  supreme 
standard  of  legislation.  It  needs  no  inter- 
preter to  see  that  in  proportion  as  a nation 
leaves  God  out  of  view  and  seeks  to  throw 
off  the  obligations  of  the  moral  law,  it  will 
drift  into  corruption  of  morals,  and  become 
the  prey  of  reckless  and  designing  men. 
The  secret  of  much  of  the  corruption  in 
this  country  to-day  is  the  fact  that  those 
moral  influences  that  ought  to  bind  a 
nation  together  are  being  weakened  and 
even  threatened  with  destruction:  e.  <7.,  the 
Lord’s  Day,  a very  bulwark  of  the  nation’s 
life,  is  being  broken  down  by  Sunday  mails, 
Sunday  trains,  Sunday  newspapers  and 
Sunday  labors  and  amusements ; the 
family,  a cornerstone  of  national  welfare, 
is  being  undermined  by  loose  marriages 
and  easy  divorces,  all  the  more  destructive 
through  the  sanction  of  law.  A virtuous 
and  temperate  life,  so  essential  to  a nation’s 
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safety,  is  being  warred  upon  by  thousands 
of  legalized  saloons.  The  nation  does  not 
feel  as  it  ought  to  the  need  of  God’s  pres- 
ence and  help. 

“And  what  is  the  remedy  for  such  a con- 
dition ? The  same  for  a nation  of  men  as 
for  a single  man.  A sincere  turning  to 
God.  An  honest  acceptance  of  Christ  as 
the  nation’s  Saviour  and  Lord  and  of  His 
law  as  the  supreme  moral  standard  in  all 
legislation. 

“A  National  Reform  Convention  to  con- 
sider the  fundamental  question  of  the 
nation’s  relation  to  Christ  and  His  law  is 
hereby  called  to  meet  in  New  York,  De- 
cember 5,  1899.  Let  all  who  truly  love 
their  country  and  desire  to  see  it  prosper 
come  to  this  convention  and  prayerfully 
consider  the  causes  of  the  nation’s  peril,  in 
order  that,  if  possible,  something  may  be 
done  to  stay  the  flood  tide  of  evil  that  is 
sweeping  through  our  land,  and  by  timely 
reformation  prevent  the  revolution  and 
anarchy  which  national  godlessness  will 
surely  bring.” 

According  to  a suggested  programme,  the 
following  topics  will  be  discussed  by  repre- 
sentative men : 

The  Kingship  of  Christ.  The  Ethical 
Basis  of  Civil  Government. 

Our  Marriage  and  Divorce  Laws  : The 
Danger  and  the  Remedy. 

The  National  Problem  of  Lynch  Law. 
The  Deadness  of  the  Public  Conscience. 

Is  Our  Nation  to  be  a Blessing  or  a 
Curse  to  Our  New  Possessions? 

Reformation  a Safeguard  from  Revolution. 

The  Liquor  Traffic  Before  the  Throne  of 
Christ. 

Shall  Our  Nation  Lose  Its  Sabbath? 
What  Then  ? 

Our  Danger  from  Seven-day  Journalism. 

Oil  Creek,  Pa. — The  church  building  is 
located  seven  miles  north  of  Titusville. 
Rev.  Daniel  Reid,  a manly  man  and  a de- 
voted servant  of  Christ,  was  the  first  pastor 


of  the  congregation.  His  body  lies  in  the 
graveyard  close  by.  A neat  marble  monu- 
ment marks  the  place. 

The  communion  on  the  third  Sabbath  of 
October  was  very  pleasant.  The  weather 
was  delightful  and  the  roads  were  in  excel- 
lent condition.  It  is  a pleasure  to  meet 
with  such  devoted  and  self-sacrificing  peo- 
ple who  show  their  appreciation  of  the 
ordinances  by  the  determined  effort  they 
make  to  maintain  them. 

Oil  Creek  is  one  of  a number  of  small 
congregations  whose  outlook  is  necessarily 
not  bright.  It  is  a farming  country.  The 
young  people  are  compelled  to  go  to  other 
localities,  especially  to  the  cities,  to  get 
employment.  There  are  none  to  come  in 
to  take  their  place.  The  result  is  a slow 
but  sure  decrease.  The  good  condition  of 
the  congregation  to-day,  indeed  its  very 
existence,  is  owing  to  the  fact  that  it  has  a 
pastor  who  preaches  for  them  a certain 
number  of  Sabbaths  and  exercises  pastoral 
care.  Brother  Crowe  has  the  esteem  and 
confidence  of  every  member  of  his  congre- 
gation. If  other  weak  congregations  could 
make  such  an  arrangement  as  has  Oil 
Creek  it  would  be  greatly  to  their  advan- 
tage. 

It  must  not  be  inferred  that  the  congre- 
gation is  discouraged  and  ready  to  give  up. 
Nothing  could  be  farther  from  the  case. 
There  is  a number  of  families  living  close 
by  who  do  not  go  anywhere  to  church. 
On  the  Monday  of  the  communion  the  pro- 
priety of  making  a thorough  canvass  of  the 
entireneighborhoodfor  the  purpose  of  reach- 
ing this  class  was  discussed,  as  wa6  also  the 
propriety  of  visiting  those  of  the  members 
who  have  become  careless,  in  order  to  stir 
them  up  to  greater  diligence.  An  earnest 
effort  is  being  made  to  raise  money  to  put 
the  church  building  in  good  repair.  If 
any  benevolent  person  would  like  to  assist, 
their  contributions,  if  sent  to  Elder  George 
Dunlap,  Yrooman,  Pa.,  or  Rev.  S.  J.  Crowe, 
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Warren,  Ohio,  will  be  thankfully  acknowl- 
edged. 

Oil  Creek  Congregation  is  hopeful  and 
determined  to  do  what  it  can  to  maintain 
its  existence  and  if  possible,  by  earnest 
effort,  to  increase  its  membership.  The 
pleasant  communion  season  greatly  en- 
couraged them  in  their  resolution. 

J.  W.  S. 

Rehoboth,  Ia. — This  year  the  L.  M.  So- 
ciety have  been  called  on  to  part  with  the 
oldest  one  of  their  number.  Mrs.  Mary 
Graham  passed  away  August  23.  She  was 
one  of  the  three  members  left  here  of  the 
organizers  of  Rehoboth  Congregation,  and 
was  known  as  a cheerful,  active  Christian. 
Severe  trials  which  came  to  her  were  borne 
with  Christian  patience  and  courage.  A 
lover  of  the  house  of  God,  she  ever  seemed  to 
find  comfort  in  the  sanctuary.  The  large 
family  she  trained  to  a Christian  manhood 
and  womanhood  testify  that  her  works  do 
follow  her. 

Of  late  years  she  had  been  hindered  from 
active  duties  by  severe  affliction,  so  that 
death  came  as  a release,  and  we  can  believe 
that  she  has  entered  into  that  l’est  prepared 
for  the  people  of  God. 

We  are  admonished  by  this  Providence 
to  be  also  ready,  to  work  while  it  is  called 
to-day.  As  a Society,  we  extend  our  loving 
sympathy  to  the  family  bereaved  of  a 
mother,  and  especially  to  the  faithful 
daughter  and  son  who  so  tenderly  cared  for 
her  during  the  long  years  of  affliction. 

Mas.  J.  R.  Cannon,  \ 

Mrs.  M.  E.  Carson,  y Com. 
Mrs.  J.  M.  Ddnn,  ) 

Sharon,  Ia. — The  fourteenth  annual  con- 
vention of  Ladies’  Missionary  Presbytei’ial 
Society  met  in  Sharon  Thursday  morning. 
Mrs.  C.  M.  Robb  conducted  the  devotional 
exercises.  The  subject  was,  “Leading  of 
the  Spirit.”  The  roll  was  called  and  twen- 
ty-three members  were  present.  Hickory 
Grove  and  Glenwood'were  not  represented. 


Seven  little  girls  then  extended  a cordial 
welcome  to  the  members  of  the  convention. 
The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read 
and  approved.  The  President  appointed 
the  following  committees  : Nominating 

Committee — Mrs.  J.  R.  Cannon,  Mrs.  C.  M. 
Robb  and  Mrs.  W.  C.  Allen.  Topics  for 
the  Monthly  Meetings — Mrs.  Rose  Milli- 
gan, Mrs.  R.  L.  Wallace  and  Miss  Eda 
Milligan.  Credentials  Committee — Miss 
Eva  Love  and  Mrs.  Hensleigh.  Auditing 
Committee — Miss  Maggie  Cunningham  and 
Miss  Millie  Dodds. 

Mrs.  Wylie  then  gave  the  President’s 
address,  showing  the  need  of  giving  our- 
selves and  our  services  to  the  Lord. 

The  next  feature  of  the  convention  was 
the  children’s  exercises. 

The  Secretaries’  and  Treasurers’  reports 
from  Washington,  Wyman,  Sharon,  Morn- 
ing Sun,  Lake  Reno,  Hopkinton,  Hickory 
Grove  and  Chicago  were  read  and  accepted. 

Courtesies  of  the  convention  were  ex- 
tended to  visitors,  and  they  were  made 
members  of  the  convention. 

Adjourned  to  meet  at  1.30  p.  m. 

The  benediction  was  pronounced  by  Rev. 
T.  P.  Robb. 

Afternoon  session,  1.30  p.  m.  The  de- 
votional exercises  were  conducted  by  Mrs. 
J.  R.  Cannon.  The  subject  was  “ Self- 
sacrifice.”  A paper  was  read  by  Miss  Eva 
Love,  entitled  “ Hindrances  to  Mission 
Work.”  The  next  paper,  “ Helps  to  a 
Higher  Christian  Life,”  was  written  by 
Mrs.  Hogans,  of  Lake  Reno,  and  read  by 
Miss  Margaret  Greer. 

The  Auditing  Committee  reported  that 
the  Treasurer’s  account  for  the  year  1898- 
99  had  been  examined  and  found  correct. 
The  report  was  accepted.  The  Committee 
on  Credentials  read  their  report. 

The  Nominating  Committee  reported  as 
follows  : 

Miss  Maggie  Cunningham,  Pres.;  Miss 
Millie  Dodds,  Yice-Pres.;  Miss  May  Robb, 
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Rec.  Sec.;  Miss  Margaret  Greer,  Cor.  Sec., 
and  Mrs.  R.  W.  McElhinny,  Treas.  The 
report  was  accepted,  and  these  officers 
were  elected  by  the  convention. 

A number  of  children  then  entertained 
us  with  a song.  Mrs.  Hensleigh  read  a 
paper  on  “The  Advantages  of  To-day.” 
The  thank-offering  service  was  conducted 
by  Miss  Eda  Milligan.  The  Treasurer’s 
report  was  read  and  accepted.  The  amount 
of  money  raised  for  the  thank-offering 
amounted  to  $193.95.  Motion  that  this 
money  be  forwarded  to  the  Treasurer  of 
the  Foreign  Mission.  Carried.  A vivid 
pen  picture,  “‘A  Life  Without  Christ,”  by 
Miss  Lillie  Joseph,  of  Hopkinton,  was  read 
by  Miss  Dunlap.  “ What  Is  Being  Done 
for  the  Women  of  Our  Land  ” was  the 
subject  of  a paper  read  by  Miss  Millie 
Dodds. 

This  was  followed  by  the  children’s  ex- 
ercises. A recitation  was  given  by  Miss 
Emma  Mehaffy,  entitled  “What  We  Mod- 
ern Christians  Give.” 

Motion  that  we  work  for  the  Domestic 
Mission  during  the  coming  year.  Carried. 

The  invitation  to  meet  at  Hopkinton 
the  next  year  was  accepted. 

The  report  on  printing  Constitutions  of 
the  Presbyterial  Society  was  read  and 
accepted.  The  Committee  on  Entertain- 
ment read  their  report.  The  Correspond- 
ing Secretary’s  report  was  read  and 
accepted. 

An  interesting  letter  was  read  from  Miss 
Alice  Caruthers  of  the  Indian  Mission ; 
also  one  from  Rev.  A.  I.  Robb,  our  mis- 
sionary in  China. 

Adjourned  to  meet  at  7.30  p.  m.  A por- 
tion of  the  102d  Psalm  was  sung,  and  Dr. 
Trumbull  pronounced  the  benediction. 

The  evening  session  was  called  to  order 
by  the  President.  The  devotional  exer- 
cises were  conducted  by  Miss  Maggie  Cun- 
ningham. Her  theme  was  Christ.  Dr. 
Robb  favored  us  with  a short  address.  A 


vote  of  thanks  was  extended  to  the  friends 
who  had  so  kindly  entertained  us. 

Motion  that  the  minutes  of  the  Conven- 
tion and  the  President’s  address  be  pub- 
lished in  Olive  Tkees  and  the  Christian 
Nation.  Carried. 

The  very  interesting  address  of  the 
evening  was  given  by  Rev.  J.  Boggs 
Dodds,  our  returned  missionary  from  Syria. 
This  was  followed  by  an  anthem  from  the 
choir,  entitled  “ Seek  ye  the  Lord.” 

Motion  that  we  give  Rev.  J.  Dodds  a 
vote  of  thanks  for  his  excellent  talk. 
Carried. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

A collection  was  taken  up  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  convention.  Motion  that 
all  the  money  that  was  left  after  paying 
the  expenses  of  the  convention  be  given  to 
Rev.  J.  Dodds.  Carried.  Adjourned  to 
meet  at  Hopkinton. 

A closing  prayer  was  made  by  Mr.  Benn. 

Mrs.  Wm.  Wylie,  Pres. 

Esther  L.  Samson,  Sec. 

St.  John,  N.  B. — The  Daily  Sun,  Octo- 
ber 20,  contains  the  following  item  : 

The  missionary  lecture  at  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church  last  evening  was  in- 
tensely interesting.  A large  and  respect- 
able audience  greeted  the . speaker,  Rev.  J. 
Boggs  Dodds,  of  Suadia,  Syria,  whose 
labors  through  six  years  in  the  field  en- 
abled him  to  give  a graphic  description  of 
the  country,  the  customs  and  the  mission- 
ary work  as  it  is  carried  on  upon  the  field 
along  the  three  general  lines  of  preaching 
the  gospel,  education  and  medicine. 

He  told  how  the  missionaries  go  into  the 
native  homes,  squatting  native  style  on  the 
floor  and  preaching  the  gospel  in  spite 
of  the  multitude  and  ubiquity  of  the 
insects.  He  begged  the  home  people  to 
pray  that  the  missionaries  may  rise  su- 
perior to  these  things,  so  revolting  to  the 
refined  sensibilities  of  Christian  people. 
He  told  of  the  ingenuity  necessary  to 
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bring  the  gospel  before  these  benighted 
people,  so  that  in  their  dense  ignorance 
they  can  grasp  some  divine  truth.  He 
told  of  the  use  made  of  a watch,  or  a pho- 
tograph, or  of  any  little  article,  whereby  to 
arrest  attention  and  fix  a truth. 

The  lecturer  showed  that  the  opposition, 
oftentimes  of  a most  bitter  nature,  is 
largely  due  to  the  hatred  which  the  so- 
called  Christian  sects  of  the  East  bear  to- 
ward an  open  Bible  and  to  all  evangelical 
truth. 

While  this  missionary  told  of  opposition, 
drawbacks  and  discouragements,  he  is 
highly  optimistic  as  to  the  ultimate  and 
sure  triumph  of  the  gospel  in  Syria. 

Wilmot,  N.  S. — On  Friday,  September 
29,  1899,  after  a long  season  of  enforced 
inactivity,  Rev.  Robert  Miller  Stewart, 
formerly  pastor  of  the  Reformed  Presby- 
terian Church  at  Melvern  Square,  N.  S., 
passed  away  to  his  eternal  rest.  Mr.  Stew- 
art was  over  eighty  years  of  age,  and  had 
been  in  the  ministry  for  more  than  half  a 
century.  Funeral  services  were  conducted 
by  Rev.  Thos.  McFall,  of  Somerset.  A 
sketch  of  his  life-work  will  appear  in  the 
next  number  of  Olive  Trees. 


Winchester,  Kan. — The  L.  M.  Society  of 
the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  of  Win- 
chester, Kan.,  desire  to  put  on  record  the 
following  minute : 

Mrs.  Anna  Logan,  wife  of  Elder  D.  A. 
Logan,  left  us  for  her  home  in  heaven 
August  3,  1899,  after  a week’s  illness, 
caused  by  a fall  which  resulted  in  lockjaw. 
She  was  beloved  by  all  who  knew  her.  She 
was  one  of  our  charter  members.  She  was 
renowned  for  her  works  of  self-denial,  ever 
ready  to  help,  ever  ready  to  do.  If  we 
needed  help  in  times  of  affliction,  it  was 
“ Send  for  Mrs.  Logan.”  She  surely  “ hath 
done  what  she  could.”  She  was  meek  and 
lowly,  gentle,  kind,  and  generous  to  a fault. 
Her  piety  was  sincere,  and  her  trust  in  her 
Redeemer  never  faltered  in  the  trying  hour. 
She  is  missed  in  the  community,  in  the 
church,  Sabbath  school,  Ladies’  Missionary 
Society  and  prayer  meeting.  One  seat  is 
vacant  that  was  never  empty  without  just 
cause.  God  alone  can  comfort  the  hearts 
at  home,  and  we  commend  them  to  Him 
whose  love  is  infinitely  superior  to  any 
mother’s  love.  Rachel  Stewart. 

Sadie  Mitchel. 

Clen  B.  Wier. 


Received , New  York , September  28,  i8gg,  through  Olive 
Trees , from  the  Ministers  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church , two  hundred  and  eighty-five  dollars  towards  the 
salary  of  their  Missionary  for  a sixth  year ; fifty -two 
dollars  from  the  Elders  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church 
towards  the  salary  of  their  Missionary  for  a sixth  year;  and 
two  hundred  and  thirty  dollars , the  contribution  of  the  Young 
Women  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church , towards  the 
salary  of  their  Missionary  for  a seventh  year. 


$285.00 
52.00 
2 jo.  00 


$567.00 
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LIFE  OF  HASSAN  SULIEMAN 
MAHLOOF. 

(Continued  from  p.  319.) 

In  June  of  this  year  an  order  was  issued 
by  the  Turkish  Government  that  the  three 
teachers  be  sent  on  to  Constantinople  for 
trial.  On  hearing  this,  Yusif  and  Salim 
fled  and  returned  home,  but  Daoud  was 
sent  on,  and  Mr.  Beattie  went  on  to  Con- 
stantinople to  render  him  all  the  assistance 
possible.  Dr.  Beattie,  August  26,  1874, 
writes:  “I  have  just  returned  from  my 
trip  to  Constantinople  on  behalf  of  poor 
Daoud.  As  soon  as  able  after  my  arrival, 
with  Rev.  Wrakely,  an  English  missionary  of 
Smyrna,  I called  on  both  the  English  and 
American  Ambassadors.  We  first  called 
on  the  American  Minister,  Mr.  Baker,  who 
frankly  said:  ‘ Gentlemen,  I can  do  noth- 
ing, my  hands  are  tied  by  instructions.  I 
can  only  act  unofficially,  which  means  I can 
do  nothing,  and  the  Turks  understand  this 
perfectly,  but  Sir  Henry  Elliot  can  act,  and 
ought  to  demand  the  man’s  release.  If  he 
would  take  the  initiative  all  of  the  other 
representatives  of  the  powers  would 
support  him.’ 

“ Mi'.  Wrakely,  on  introducing  me  to  the 
English  Ambassador,  said  : ‘ Mr.  Beattie  is 
connected  with  the  Mission  at  Latakia,  and 
being  intimately  acquainted  with  the  his- 
tory and  conversion  of  these  Nusairiyeh 
teachers  and  the  circumstances  of  their 
arrest,  will  probably  be  able  to  furnish 
your  Excellency  with  new  facts  of  informa- 
tion connected  with  their  case.’  ‘ Oh,’  said 
the  Ambassador,  ‘ these  Nusairiyeh  con- 
verts, whether  Christian  or  not,  must  serve 
in  the  army.  It  is  a law  of  the  Empire, 
and  they  cannot  get  rid  of  it.  Their  con- 
version to  Christianity  does  not  exempt 
them  from  military  service.  If  this  were 


allowed  multitudes  would  become  Chris- 
tians for  the  sake  of  escaping  the  conscrip- 
tion, which  would  be  a great  injury  to  the 
gospel.’  I said  : ‘ I must  beg  his  Excel- 
lency’s pardon  for  thus  intruding  myself 
into  his  presence  and  consuming  his  time, 
but  I had  sought  the  interview  with  his 
Excellency  not  only  for  the  benefit  of  these 
cruelly  treated  men,  but  also  on  behalf  of 
the  people  whom  they  represent — a people 
degraded,  downtrodden  and  oppressed 
like  no  other  in  the  Ottoman  Empire.’ 
‘Did  you  not  tell  me,’  interpose^  Mr 
Wrakely,  ‘ that  these  people  were  not 
Mohammedans  ? ’ ‘I  did ; they  are  not 
Mohammedans,  nor  so  regarded  by  the 
Mohammedans  themselves.  They  are 
pagan  worshipers  of  the  heavenly  bodies.’ 
‘ I have  heard  nothing  of  this  before,’  said 
Sir  Henry,  ‘ but  nothing  more  can  be  done 
for  them  than  has  been  done  for  them,  and 
the  Turks  regard  the  matter  as  settled.  If 
we  should  bring  it  up  again  they  would  be 
likely  to  say  : “ What  do  you  bring  up  that 
for  again,”  etc.’  ‘ Then,’  I said,  ‘ these  men 
do  not  claim  exemption  from  military 
service,  but  they  wish  to  serve  as  Chris- 
tians. Let  the  Sultan  form  Christian  regi- 
ments in  his  army  and  the  whole  difficulty 
will  be  obviated.’  ‘But  that  is  a matter 
connected  with  the  Turkish  Government 
with  which  we  cannot  interfere,’  said  the 
Ambassador.  ‘ Does  it  not  seem  pretty 
hard,’  I inquired,  ‘ for  men  thus  to  be  com- 
pelled to  perform  military  duty  irrespective 
of  their  religious  and  conscientious  convic- 
tions, amid  all  the  abuse  to  which  these 
men  have  been  subjected?  ’ ‘ Poor  fellows,’ 
he  said,  ‘ they  have  had  a hard  time  of  it, 
and  I believe  them  to  be  sincere,  and  in 
order  that  they  might  enjoy  their  religion 
unmolested,  I had  them  ordered  to  Con- 
stantinople. Two  of  them  deserted,  but 
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one  Daoud  was  brought  hereby  my  orders, 
that  he  might  be  fx-ee  from  persecution, 
and  I have  been  assured  by  the  Grand 
Vizier  that  he  shall  not  be  hei’eafter 
molested.’  ‘How,’  I asked,  ‘can  he  be 
expected  to  enjoy  his  religion  unmolested 
when  they  have  to  pray  as  soldiers  in  the 
ranks  ? Whatever  fi-eedom  Daoud  may 
enjoy  in  private  terminates  at  the  hour  of 
prayer,  when  the  regiment  as  a regiment  is 
ordered  out  to  Mohammedan  prayers.’ 
“Yes,’  said  Mr.  Wrakely,  ‘a  Christian  in 
the  Turkish  naval  service  once  informed 
me  that  he  had  to  say  Mohammedan 
prayers  with  his  comrades  or  be  punished 
with  rope’s  end.’  ‘ Is  that  so,’  he  inquired? 
‘ Certainly,’  we  replied.  ‘ I believe  there 
are  a good  many  Christians  in  the  army,’ 
he  remarked,  and  rising  at  the  same 
time  as  he  said  it,  politely  bowed  us 
out.” 

Mr.  Beattie,  not  wishing  to  return  home 
without  even  seeing  Daoud,  and  thinking 
as  he  had  been  brought  to  Constantinople 
at  the  request  of  Sir  Heni'y  he  would  be 
the  proper  person  to  whom  to  apply  in 
order  to  secure  a meeting,  wrote  Sir  Henry 
a very  respectful  note,  asking  him  to  please 
arrange  so  that  he  might  have  an  interview 
with  Daoud,  but  he  received  no  answer  to 
his  letter.  He  then  left  the  matter  in  the 
hands  of  Dr.  Herrick,  secretary  of  the 
Tux-kish  branch  of  the  Evangelical  Alliance, 
asking  him  to  try  and  find  Daoud,  and 
give  him  all  the  help  necessary  and  possible 
without  awakening  the  mistrust  of  the 
Turkish  officials.  And  before  leaving  for 
Latakia  he  had  another  interview  with  Mr. 
Baker,  the  Amex-ican  Minister,  and  gave 
him  an  account  of  our  work  and  the  way  in 
which  the  local  Governor  was  working 
against  us,  and  asked  him  to  try  and  do 
something  for  us.  He  seemed  stirred  by 
the  story,  and  promised  to  do  what  he 
could,  and,  whether  by  his  help  or  other- 
wise, about  two  days  after  Dr.  Beattie  got 


home  Saleh  Efendi,  the  Governor  of  Latakia, 
was  removed. 

The  following  is  the  substance  of  a letter 
from  Daoud,  which  Dr.  Beattie  found 
awaiting  him  on  his  return  : 

“The  whole  tone  of  his  letter,”  wrote 
Dr.  Beattie  to  the  Board,  “is  sad.  He  was 
imprisoned  four  days  in  Damascus  before 
leaving,  was  placed  in  confinement  in  Beirut, 
and  received  the  same  treatment  a night 
and  part  of  two  days  on  his  arrival  in  Con- 
stantinople. When  called  to  appear  he 
was  treated  as  a deserter,  and  enrolled  in 
a regiment  in  which  there  xvas  not  a single 
Arabic  speaking  soldier,  only  Turks,  who 
cease  not  to  insult  and  revile  him  fi’om  day 
to  day.  He  is  under  constant  surveillance, 
not  permitted  to  leave  his  quarters  or 
place  of  rendezvous  without  being  accom- 
panied by  a guard.  His  lot  seems,  in  fact, 
to  be  embittered  by  every  suiTounding,  but 
though  persecuted,  he  is  not  forsaken. 
‘ By  the  help  of  God,’  he  says,  4 neither 
persecution  nor  death  shall  separate  me 
from  the  love  of  Christ.’  These  are  ex- 
traordinary words,  and  I have  no  doubt 
that  they  are  the  utterance  of  a faith  which 
no  advei’sity  can  shake,  as  I feel  persuaded 
of  his  readiness  for  it.  I sometimes  think 
Daoud  will  never  be  permitted  to  return, 
but  that  he  will  be  called  to  glorify  his 
Saviour  by  suffering  in  some  way  a 
martyr’s  death.  Truly  in  him  ‘ a little  one 
has  become  a thousand.’  ” 

On  December  3,  1874,  Dr.  Metbeny 
wrote : “ There  is  a letter  from  Daoud  to  Dr. 
Beattie,  in  which  he  says  he  receives  no 
pay,  is  not  put  in  uniform,  nor  is  he  taught 
the  drill.  He  was  recently  beaten  on  the 
head  and  face,  and  that  his  face  sloughed 
in  five  places,  and  he  was  confined  to  the 
hospital  thirteen  days.  Free  Turkey ! 
Very  free ! The  bearer  of  the  letter  was  a 
Fellah  from  Bahamra  ; he  had  seen  Daoud 
and  talked  with  him.  In  his  letter  he 
asks  the  prayers  of  the  brethren.  He 
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said  he  had  been  offered  a large  bribe  if 
he  would  forsake  Christianity,  and  his 
reply  was : ‘ Though  you  should  fire  me 
from  the  cannon,  I will  not  leave  my 
religion.’  ‘ My  chief  comfort,’  he  says,  ‘ is 
in  reading  the  Bible.  I am  not  allowed  to 
attend  Christian  worship.’  This  is  Daoud’s 
own  testimony  of  what  was  transpiring 
when  the  English  Ambassador  was  receiv- 
ing bland  assurances  from  the  Grand 
Vizier  that  Daoud  would  not  be  curtailed 
in  his  liberties.” 

In  the  fall  of  1874  the  Board  adopted 
the  following  resolution : “ That  in  view  of 
the  prolonged  persecution  of  Daoud,  one 
of  the  members  of  our  Mission  Church  in 
Latakia,  Syria,  by  the  Turkish  Govern- 
ment, his  case  be  commended  to  our 
Church  and  Christian  people  generally,  with 
the  request  that  special  prayers  be  offered 
in  his  behalf.” 

We  find  also  the  following  in  a paper 
published  in  Constantinople,  called  The 
Levant  Herald , under  date  of  June  3, 
1875:  “Daoud  Suleiman  has  been  sent 
from  Constantinople  to  Beirut  to  join  other 
Protestant  converts  who  are  now  serving 
in  a dragoon  i-egiment  there.  This  an- 
nouncement was  made  several  months  ago, 
but  Daoud  has  not  yet  reached  Syria,  as 
far  as  is  known  to  his  friends.  Daoud  is 
the  convert  who  was  kept  in  prison  and  in 
chains  eleven  months  in  Damascus,  and 
without  any  crime  being  alleged  against 
him.” 

The  Rev.  James  Davis,  Secretary  of  the 
Evangelical  Alliance,  sends  a letter  to  the 
Times  on  the  subject  of  the  Syrian 
converts  from  Islamism.  Mr.  Davis  states 
in  his  letter  that  a man  named  Daoud,  a 
Christian  convert  in  Turkey,  a Nusairiyeh, 
who  was  said  to  have  been  sent  from  Con- 
stantinople to  Beirut  four  months  ago  in 
order  to  join  a dragoon  regiment,  has  not 
arrived  there,  and  a dispatch  from  the  Vice- 
Consul  of  the  United  States  at  Latakia  says 


that  there  are  apprehensions  in  regard  to 
him. 

Mr.  Davis  says  that  documents  have  come 
into  hispossession  confirming  the  statements 
made  in  support  of  the  appeal  to  the  Evan- 
gelical Alliance  to  the  Sultan  to  release  the 
Christian  men  who  had  suffered  on  account  of 
their  religion.  The  plea  set  up  for  the  first 
time  by  the  Turkish  Minister  to  the  British 
Ambassador,  in  June  last,  that  these  men 
were  deserters  has  been  shown  by  docu- 
mentary evidence  to  be  incorrect.  They 
were  not  liable  to  military  service,  and 
there  was  no  conscription  until  the  fol- 
lowing year.  The  presence  of  the  troops 
in  the  neighborhood  was  occasioned  by  dis- 
orders connected  with  the  collection  of 
taxes,  etc. 

These  the  Governor  failed  to  suppress, 
and  this  led  to  his  removal  and  the  putting 
of  the  district  under  the  Governor  of  La- 
takia. The  Christian  converts  were  seized, 
sent  to  Damascus  in  chains,  questioned 
about  their  religion,  asked  to  recant,  prom- 
ised immunities  if  they  complied,  threatened 
if  they  refused.  It  was  there  at  Damascus 
they  were  put  through  the  form  of  drawing 
lots  for  enrollment.  If  deserters,  this  was 
needless.  Their  seizure  and  imprisonment, 
their  chains  and  beating  were,  Mr.  Davis 
alleges,  to  punish  them  for  their  Christianity, 
and  their  enrollment  was  an  attempt  as  an 
afterthought  to  account  for  hardships  in- 
flicted to  induce  them  to  abjure  their  reli- 
gion. At  a later  date,  but  in  the  same 
paper,  we  find  the  following  : “ Daoud 

Sulieman,  who  was  reported  sent  to 
Beirut,  and  about  whom  apprehensions 
were  felt,  has  turned  up  unexpectedly  at 
Adrianople.  Before  leaving  Constanti- 
nople, he  received  five  months’  pay  (an  act 
in  which  the  new  Grand  Vizier’s  hand 
seems  apparent,  Mr.  Davis  thinks),  but  the 
Governor  of  Adrianople  sequestrated  the 
money  on  his  arrival.  He  was  offered  an 
important  office  if  be  would  become  a 
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Moslem,  but  declared  himself  unable  to  give 
up  his  Christianity  even  to  save  his  life.” 

The  next  we  hear  of  is  from  a letter  he 
wrote  to  Mr.  Beattie,  February  6,  1876  : 
‘■The  honoi’able,  the  spiritual  father  in  the 
Lord,  Mr.  Beattie,  the  American,  may  God 
Almighty  prolong  his  life.  Amen.  After 
many  longings  for  a sight  of  your  illumina- 
ted and  pleasing  countenance,  if  you  should 
be  kind  enough  to  ask  after  your  child,  to 
God  be  the  praise,  he  is  the  possessor  of 
a thousand  goodnesses  from  God  Almighty. 
But  if  you  ask  after  me  minutely,  to  God 
be  the  praise,  I am  now  in  peace  as  concerns 
religion  ; no  one  has  troubled  me  for  a time 
in  reference  to  it,  though  all  know  me  to  be 
a Christian,  and  I am  constantly  in  argu- 
ment in  reference  to  religion. 

“ But  I will  tell  you,  in  short,  of  what  hap- 
pened to  me  in  Stamboul,  for  they  impris- 
oned me  in  prison  five  days,  and  in  the  hospi- 
tal for  six  months,  and  gave  me  no  permission 
to  go  outside  except  at  drill  time.  And 
when  they  despaired  of  me  becoming  a 
Moslem  they  put  me  at  night  on  a car  and 
sent  me  to  Adrianople,  to  a dragoon  regi- 
ment. 

“ When  I arrived,  Ali  Bek  asked  me,  ‘ Are 
you  a Moslem  or  a Nusairiyeh  (Christian)?  ’ 
I replied,  ‘ Efendum,  I am  a Protestant.’ 
He  commanded  .me  to  be  thrown  on  the 
ground  and  beaten  with  rods  ; then  he  com- 
manded me  to  rise.  I arose  and  stood  up, 
and  strength  was  given  me  from  the  Lord 
— to  Him  be  the  praise — and  I said:  ‘If 
you  cut  me  into  pieces  of  pieces  I will  not 
be  a Moslem.’  He  ordered  chains  to  be 
put  on  my  feet  for  ten  days,  and  after  that 
he  let  me  out  of  the  prisoD,  but  took  my 
Bible  and  inkhorn  for  six  months  and  a 
half.  ‘ But  oh,  my  father ! let  him  who 
boasteth  boast  in  the  Lord.’  I would  tell 
you  that  I sent  two  letters  to  you  through 
His  Honor,  the  Consul,  and  then  we  went 
north  about  five  days’  journey,  and  re- 
turned not  until  November.  Then  I said  : 


‘It  must  be  that  there  are  a number  of  let- 
ters with  the  Consul  for  me.’  But  when  I 
arrived  and  went  to  him,  he  said  : ‘ There 
is  not  one.’  I said:  ‘Can  it  be  that  my 
father  has  forgotten  me  ? ’ I did  not  ex- 
pect that  of  any  of  you,  and  my  lord 
knows  that  letters  take  half  the  place  of  a 
sight  of  your  countenance.  Let  me  know 
how  my  wife  and  children  ar.e.  I need  give 
you  no  directions  concerning  them.  I 
heard  the  cholera  was  with  you ; let  me 
know  the  truth.  Your  child,  Daoud.” 

About  the  same  time  Miss  Wylie  wrote : 
“ We  have  frequent  word  now  from  Daoud. 
He  is  now  near  Constantinople,  and  has 
some  hope  of  getting  home  before  long. 
The  brethren  from  Latakia  sent  him  a little 
box  of  remembrance  in  the  way  of  eatables 
and  clothes  this  week.  His  youngest  girl 
came  up  to  me  and  said  : ‘ I have  nothing  but 
a hiimsey  (the  smallest  Arabic  coin,  about 
one-fifth  of  a cent).  Do  you  think  he  would 
like  that  ? ’ When  I told  her  he  would,  with 
great  glee  she  ran  aud  brought  her 
humsey." 

Dr.  H.  O.  Dwight,  on  July  26,  1876,  wrote 
Dr.  Beattie : “ Dear  Brother,  I don’t  know 
how  fully  you  may  have  heard  from  Daoud 
Suleiman.  He  is  now  with  his  regiment 
on  the  Servian  frontier,  being  probably 
with  the  column  under  Suleiman  Pasha, 
which  has  entered  Servia  to  the  eastward 
of  Nisch.  He  was  at  Adrianople  quite  a 
while,  then  went  to  Eski-Zagra  during  the 
Bulgarian  outbreak,  and  remained  in  that 
vicinity  until  about  three  weeks  ago.  He 
seems  to  maintain  a good  Christian  charac- 
ter. At  Eski-Zagra  the  Bulgarian  res- 
taurant keeper  remarked  Daoud  was  a gen- 
tlemanly soldier,  kind,  and  unlike  as  possible 
to  his  comrades.  When  told  that  he 
was  a Protestant,  the  Bulgarian  was  in- 
clined to  wish  that  all  Turkish  soldiers  were 
Protestants.  Daoud’s  officers  treat  him 
pretty  well,  and  he  has  opportunity  to  preach 
to  his  comrades,  which  he  improves.” 
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The  next  we  hear  from  Daoud  is  in  a letter 
from  him  written  to  Dr.  Beattie,  February 
8,  1877  : 

“ To  the  spiritual  father  in  the  Lord, 
Mr.  Beattie,  the  American — God  lengthen 
his  being.  After  many  longings  for  a sight 
of  you,  if  it  please  you  to  inquire  after  the 
condition  of  your  child — to  God  be  the 
praise,  he  is  with  a thousand  goodnesses 
from  the  Most  High,  nor  is  there  anything 
wanting  to  us,  but  the  sight  of  you,  which 
is  my  chief  desire  and  purpose  from  the 
Creator,  and  after  this  I will  tell  you  what 
has  happened  to  me  in  this  year  of  hard- 
ship. We  were  in  the  Servian  war  about 
three  months ; by  night  we  did  not  sleep 
but  a little,  and  in  the  daytime  there  was 
fighting.  My  horse  was  killed  under  me, 
but,  praise  be  to  God,  there  did  not  happen 
to  me  any  harm  from  that,  because  the  ball 
struck  the  edge  of  the  stirrup.  The  hunger 
which  we  suffered — I pray  that  God  may 
never  show  the  like  to  man.  But,  my  lord, 
we  have  returned  to  the  city  of  Sophia,  and 
we  do  not  know  to  what  point  we  may  turn 
our  faces  next.  Astonishment  has  taken 
me  concerning  the  fewness  of  your  letters, 
as  though  you  had  forgotten  your  child, 
and  if  you  have  forgotten  us,  thanks  be  to 
God,  He  has  not  forgotten  us.  But  this  is 
not  my  hope,  oh  father,  and  if  there  came 
from  you  a letter  we  would  rejoice  in  it  as 
we  would  rejoice  in  the  sight  of  you.  Oh 
spiritual  father,  hasten  in  the  sending  of  a 
letter,  and  tell  us  the  news  of  Mrs.  Howa 
and  her  children,  how  are  they  now,  whether 
they  are  in  the  school  or  in  the  mountains, 
and  if  they  have  left  the  school  return 
them  to  it.  And  I have  no  other  command- 
ment except  this,  with  peace  to  yourself  and 
family,  and  to  Dr.  Metheny  and  family,  etc. 

“ Daoud.” 

Miss  Wylie  wrote,  July  6,  1877 : “ We 
had  another  letter  from  Daoud  a couple  of 
weeks  ago.  He  was  well  and  in  the  same 
place  that  he  was  when  we  heard  from  him 


in  April.  He  had  at  last  received  letters 
from  us.  He  said  he  cried  when  he  heard 
his  wife  and  children  were  not  in  the  school. 
He  wrote  to  his  wife  to  bring  them  to  ns 
immediately.  She  was  down  last  week,  but 
did  not  bring  them.  She  said  she  would 
do  so,  and  wanted  Miss  Crawford  to  write 
and  tell  Daoud  they  were  here,  but  she  was 
told  it  would  not  be  done  until  they  were 
here.” 

The  Mission  reports,  March  3,  1880: 
“ Daoud  Suleiman  is  still  in  military  service, 
although  his  time  expired  over  a year  ago. 
His  brethren  who  were  apprehended  with 
him  and  who  escaped  to  the  mountains,  are 
still  under  surveillance  of  the  Government.” 
August  10,  1880,  Mr.  Sproull  writes : 
“ Daoud  Suleiman,  of  whom  you  have  often 
read,  reached  home  in  safety  on  the  morn- 
ing of  July  18th.  His  regiment  had  been 
discharged  before  the  decisions  of  the  Ber- 
lin Conference  were  made  known,  but  as 
soon  as  the  results  of  its  deliberations  were 
published,  the  authorities  at  Constanti- 
nople began  to  reconscript  all  the  veterans 
they  could  catch.  Daoud  having  heard  the 
news,  seemed  to  have  anticipated  some- 
thing of  this  kind,  and  made  good  his  escape 
by  the  first  steamer  southward  bound.  He 
was  so  overjoyed  at  reaching  home  that  he 
could  scarcely  believe  his  senses.  "We  all 
rejoiced  with  him  and  thanked  God  that 
He  had  answered  our  prayers,  though  we 
had  waited  long  for  him.”  September  26, 
1881,  Dr.  Beattie  writes : “ We  had  two 
services  on  Sabbath,  in  the  morning  at 
Bahamra,  and  in  the  afternoon  at  Merj. 
The  attendance  on  both  occasions  was  about 
the  same — forty  persons  in  all.  The  meet- 
ing at  the  Merj  was  held  in  Daoud’s  house. 
We  found  him  with  his  family  and  a few 
others  gathered  around  him,  to  whom  he  was 
reading  and  explaining  the  word  of  God.  It 
was  a gratifying  sight.  Daoud  is  a good  man. 
He  has  been  tried  in  tlie  school  of  affliction 
and  has  not  been  found  wanting;  that  his 
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trials  have  been  sanctified  is  unmistakably 
evident  in  his  zealous  life.” 

Henry  Easson. 

( To  he  continued.) 

THE  LORD'S  OAT  FIELD. 

In  one  of  our  Western  congregations  I 
met  a former  fellow- student  of  Geneva 
College.  He  and  his  thrifty  wife  enter- 
tained me  one  night  while  in  their  congre- 
gation. In  the  morning  this  young  farmer 
took  me  in  his  comfortable  “ rig  ” to  the 
railway  station,  where  I took  a train  for 
another  place.  As  we  drove  along  the  road 
that  passes  his  farm  this  friend  said  to  me  : 
“ Do  you  see  that  stubble  field  over 
there?  ” 

“This  one  here?  Yes,  I see  it.” 

“Well,”  said  he,  “that  is  where  the 
Lord’s  oats  grew  this  year.’’ 

“ Oh,  indeed  ! ’’  said  I ; “ please  tell  me 
about  the  Lord’s  oats.” 

“ Well,”  continued  he,  “last  spring  my 
wife  and  I talked  over  our  affairs,  consid- 
ering the  best  way  to  raise  the  Lord’s 
money  this  year.  Then,  after  we  prayed 
about  it,  we  concluded  to  set  apart  that 
field  and  to  sow  it  with  oats  as  the  most 
likely  money- producing  crop.  That’s  the 
Lord’s  field.” 

“And  what  is  the  result  ? ” said  I,  very 
much  interested  in  the  outcome  of  this  field. 

“The  fact  is,”  he  replied,  “we  have  not 
threshed  the  oats,  but  the  crop  appears  to 
be  good,  and  whenever  we  do  thresh  them 
you  will  hear  from  the  output.” 

By  further  questioning  I drew  out  of  him 
that  that  field  was  often  remembered  in 
their  prayers,  and  that  they  were  happy 
that  there  was  so  fine  a turn-out  of  oats. 
As  he  drew  up  at  the  station  I said  to  him  : 
“ Oat  meal  porridge  made  hardy  Covenan- 
ters in  generations  past,  and  I hope  that 
this  field  of  oats  will  furnish  moral  muscle 
and  spiritual  life  for  many  a darkened 
soul.” 


Then,  as  I sped  away  on  the  train,  my 
prayer  to  God  was  that  many  of  the  Lord’s 
people  would  take  this  incident  as  an  ex- 
ample worthy  of  a large  following. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  action  of  these 
young  home  makers  of  the  prairies  has  put 
into  practice  a very  important,  yet  much 
neglected  principle  that  lies  at  the  bottom 
of  all  true  giving.  It  is  this  : Giving  to  the 
Lord  ought  to  be  planned  for  as  we  map 
out  all  our  other  duties  and  intentions. 

These  young  people  kept  the  Lord’s 
work  prominently  before  them,  so  as  to 
meet  whatever  obligation  rested  upon 
them.  This  is  systematic  beneficence;  it 
is  well  prayed  beneficence  ; it  is  successful 
beneficence. 

Mortgages,  house  rent,  the  new  suit  of 
clothes,  and  many  other  things  are  specially 
planned  for  in  the  year’s  arrangements. 
Why  not  plan  more  definitely  next  year 
for  the  coming  of  the  kingdom  of  Christ, 
and  to  meet  our  obligations  to  the  Lord’s 
work  ? 

How  many  there  are  who  have  let  the  year 
go  by  with  no  definite  purpose  in  mind  as  to 
how  they  are  to  have  wherewith  to  support 
the  schemes  of  the  Church.  Plan , conse- 
crate, pray  and  work  to  have  the  money  in 
hand  to  meet  the  recognized  claims.  How 
many  of  us  there  are  who  gave  little  to 
various  schemes,  and  really  wished  to  have 
been  able  to  give  more,  who  truly  feel  that 
they  did  their  best  ? But  what  did  you 
plan  a year  ago  about  meeting  these  privi- 
leges ? What  will  you  do  next  year? 

J.  Boggs  Dodds. 

GOD’S  TEMPLE. 

The  Apostle  Paul,  who  was  thoroughly 
instructed  in  the  Mosaic  law  and  an  ardent 
advocate  of  the  Jewish  faith,  was  appointed 
of  God  to  open  the  doors  of  Judaism  and 
bring  in  the  Gentiles  as  fellow-heirs  and 
fellow-members  and  fellow-partakers  of  the 
promises.  The  temple  in  Jerusalem,  with 
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its  many  chambers  united  in  one  unique 
building,  was  to  him  tbe  most  suggestive 
symbol  of  this  wonderful  union  of  ages-old 
enemies.  And  so  he  wrote  to  the  Ephe- 
sians : “ Now,  therefore,  you  are  no  more 
strangers  and  foreigners,  but  fellow-citi- 
zens with  the  saints,  and  of  the  household 
of  God;  and  are  built  upon  the  foundation 
of  the  apostles  and  prophets,  Jesus  Christ 
himself  being  the  chief  corner-stone  ; in 
whom  all  the  building,  titty  framed  to- 
gether, growetli  unto  a holy  temple  in  the 
Lord : in  whom  ye  also  are  budded  to- 
gether for  an  habitation  of  God  through 
the  Spirit.” 

I.  The  Church  is  a temple  built  for  an 
Occupant. — God  said  to  Solomon  : “ I 

have  hallowed  this  house  that  thou  hast 
built  to  put  my  name  therein  forever  ; and 
mine  eyes  and  my  heart  shall  be  there  per- 
petually.” “This  is  my  rest,  here  still  I’ll 
stay,  for  I do  like  it  well,”  God  said  to 
David.  “ The  Lord  is  iu  His  holy  temple,” 
said  the  Prophet  Habakkuk. 

But  God  is  a Spirit,  and  “ the  Most  High 
cannot  dwell  in  houses  made  by  men’s 
hands.”  John  Howe,  in  his  “ Living  Tem- 
ple,” most  beautifully  describes  the  church 
as  a temple  made  up  of  the  souls  of  men, 
cleansed  by  the  blood  of  Christ  and  re- 
newed by  the  indwelling  Spirit.  “Know 
ye  not,”  wrote  Paul  to  the  Corinthians, 
“ that  you  are  the  temple  of  God,  and  that 
the  Spirit  of  God  dwells  in  you?’’  Tbe 
White  House  at  Washington  was  designed 
to  be  the  home  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  The  plan,  the  material  and 
the  appointments  were  all  to  this  end. 
The  Cburch  was  designed  for  the  “ habita- 
tion of  God.”  In  eternity  it  was  deter- 
mined that  the  Son  of  God  should  die 
upon  the  cross,  that  His  death  should  slay 
the  enmity  existing  between  Jew  and  Gen- 
tile, and  “ make  in  Himself  of  twain  one 
new  man,  so  making  peace,”  and  that  the 
preaching  of  His  gospel  in  all  Gentile 


nations — “ to  you  which  were  afar  off  and  to 
them  that  were  nigh” — should  bring  many 
from  the  East  and  the  West  and  the  North 
and  the  South,  to  sit  down  with  Abraham 
and  Isaac  and  Jacob,  united  by  the  Holy 
Spirit  in  one  holy  brotherhood,  that  God 
might  have  a temple  to  dwell  in  forever. 
The  salvation  of  souls  is  not  an  end,  but 
only  a means  to  a higher  purpose.  Solo- 
mon's men  brought  granite  blocks  from  the 
mountains  and  timbers  from  the  forests  of 
Lebanon,  not  for  the  sake  of  tbe  granite 
and  the  cedar,  but  that  the  gi’anite  and  the 
cedar  might  make  the  temple.  So  the 
gospel  is  preached  to  Africans,  Chinamen, 
Syrians  and  Armenians,  not  simply  that 
they  may  be  saved  from  sin  and  restored 
to  God’s  favor,  but  that  they  may  become 
a part  of  this  living  temple  in  which  God 
dwells.  “ Thy  kingdom  come.”  “The  first 
and  great  commandment  is,  Thou  shalt  love 
tbe  Lord  with  all  thy  heart.”  Man’s  chief 
end  is  to  glorify  God.  To  serve  yourself 
is  selfishness.  To  serve  humanity  is  idola- 
try. To  serve  God  is  religion.  To  serve 
God  in  humanity  is  pure  and  undefiled  re- 
ligion. To  love  our  neighbor  as  ourselves 
is  the  second  and  subordinate  command- 
ment, and  utterly  void  without  the  first. 

II.  The  Church  of  Christ  is  one. — “ In 
whom  all  the  building  (or  each  several 
building)  fitly  framed  together.”  In  any 
great  public  building  the  different  parts  will 
be  erected  simultaneously,  and  when  the 
proper  time  comes  they  will  be  joined  to- 
gether. The  apostle  thinks  of  different 
communities  of  Christians.  Jerusalem, 
Antioch,  Ephesus,  Corinth,  Rome  were 
centres  of  Christian  societies.  They  spoke 
different  languages.  Their  antecedents 
were  antagonistic.  But  they  had  all  been 
drawn  to  the  cross,  and  there  the  old  en- 
mity died.  They  had  found  cleansing 
virtue  in  His  blood.  His  Spirit  was  life  to 
them.  The  Spirit  led  them  to  form  congre- 
gations for  public  worship  and  to  call 
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pastors  whom  He  had  sent.  The  Spirit  led 
these  pastors  and  teachers  to  form  Pres- 
byteries in  each  of  these  cities,  and  a Synod 
which  met  first  at  Jerusalem.  These  formed 
God’s  temple.  The  foundation  was  the 
inspired  teachings  of  the  apostles  and 
prophets,  who  unfolded  and  applied  the 
teachings  of  Christ  as  recorded  in  the  Gos- 
pels, in  whose  life  and  sufferings  and  exalt- 
ation all  that  Moses  and  the  Prophets  and 
the  Psalms  had  spoken  concerning  Him 
was  fulfilled.  The  Builder  and  the  In- 
habiter  was  the  Holy  Ghost. 

III.  The  Church  gradually  approaches 
this  ultimate  unity. — “ Groweth  unto  an 
holy  temple  in  the  Lord.”  The  city  of 
Cologne  is  on  the  Rhine,  which  Byron  de- 
scribes as  “the  wide  and  winding  Rhine.’' 
That  city  is  noted  chiefly  for  its  cathedral. 
It  measures  511  feet  in  length  and  231  in 
breadth.  The  towers  are  about  500  feet  in 
height.  The  cost  is  estimated  at  $3,500,000. 
The  foundation  was  laid  in  the  reign  of 
Charlemagne,  814.  It  was  burned  in  1248. 
The  rebuilding  began  at  once  and  contin- 
ued at  intervals,  until  it  was  completed 
only  within  a few  years.  The  Church  of 
God  is  a temple  rising  through  the  ages. 
God  selects  the  living  stones  from  each 
generation  and  builds  them  into  the  walls, 
so  they  rise  course  after  course.  The 
workers  are  forewarned  that  they  will  lose 
all  if  they  use  bad  material.  If  they  build 
with  wood,  hay  or  stubble,  their  work  will 
be  burned  up.  Only  the  gold  of  divine 
truth,  only  the  granite  of  true  Christian 
character  will  stand  the  test.  If  the  Cove- 
nanters holdall  the  truth  revealed  in  God’s 
word  and  transmute  it  into  character,  if 
they  build  in  all  things  according  to  the 
pattern  shown  them  in  the  Mount,  in  doc- 
trine, discipline,  worship  and  government, 
and  if  they  keep  themselves  unspotted  from 
the  world  by  separating  from  and  testifying 
against  the  corrupt  constitutions  of  both 
Church  and  State,  then  their  loss,  when  the 


work  is  put  to  the  proof,  will  be  reduced 
to  the  minimum  and  their  gain  will  reach 
the  goal.  We  best  serve  the  cause  of  church 
unity  by  staying  in  the  Covenanter  Church, 
in  being  true  to  her  principles,  and  in 
preaching  the  Gospel  to  men  and  nations, 
teaching  them  to  observe  all  things  what- 
soever our  Lord  has  commanded  them. 
“ That  they  all  may  be  one,  as  Thou  Father 
art  in  me  and  I in  Thee,  that  they  may  be 
one  in  us,  that  the  world  may  believe  that 
Thou  hast  sent  Me.’’  The  Rhine  and  the 
Rhone  take  their  rise  in  the  Alps.  Like  all 
glacier  streams,  they  are  muddy  for  the 
first  150  miles.  Then  they  enter  clear  lakes, 
the  one  Constance,  the  other  Geneva. 
When  they  emerge  from  the  opposite  ends 
of  these  lakes  they  are  clear  as  crystal. 
But  soon  they  contract  defilement,  and 
again  they  are  foul  when  one  empties  into 
the  North  and  the  other  the  South  Sea.  The 
Church  was  polluted  by  contact  with  heath- 
enism during  the  old  economy.  But  the 
Christ,  in  whom  all  Old  Testament  revela- 
tions centre,  was  holy.  And  when  the  New 
Testament  Church  appeared  at  Pentecost, 
she  was  holy.  But  contact  with  men  and 
nations  soon  resulted  in  defilement.  This 
will  continue  until  the  glorious  millennial 
reign.  After  the  Rhine  issues  from  Lake 
Geneva,  it  receives  the  turbid  stream  of  the 
Arve,  and  it  is  half-clear  and  half-muddy 
until  it  reaches  the  rocks  of  the  Jura  and 
passes  through  the  subterranean  channel. 
The  Covenanter  Church  is  the  pure  part  of 
this  great  river  of  life,  flowing  through  the 
generations.  Her  principles  are  the  high- 
est hopes  of  humanity. 

Rev.  G.  G.  Findlay,  in  “God’s  Temple  in 
Humanity,”  says : “ When  each  organ  of 
the  body  in  its  own  degree  is  perfect  and 
holds  its  place  in  keeping  with  the  rest,  we 
think  no  longer  of  their  individual  perfec- 
tion, of  the  charm  of  this  feature  or  that ; 
they  are  forgotten  in  the  beauty  of  the  per- 
fect frame.  So  it  will  be  in  the  body  of 
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Christ  when  its  several  communions, 
cleansed  and  filled  with  His  Spirit,  each 
honoring  the  vocation  of  the  others,  shall 
in  freedom  and  love  by  a spontaneous 
movement  be  gathered  into  one.” 

Thinking  of  the  consummation,  when 
this  wonderful  plan  shall  have  been  real- 
ized, the  Apostle  exclaims:  “ That  ye  may 
be  strong  to  comprehend  with  all  the  saints 
what  is  the  breadth  and  length  and  depth 
and  height.”  These  are  the  magnitudes  of 
God’s  building.  Hofmann  says:  “It 

stretches  wide  over  all  the  world  of  the 
nations,  east  and  west.  In  its  length  it 
reaches  through  all  time  unto  the  end  of 
things.  In  depth  it  penetrates  to  the  re- 
gions where  the  faithful  sleep  in  death. 
And  it  rises  to  heaven’s  height , where 
Christ  lives.”  Bernardine,  a Pioconio, 
writes  : “ Wide  as  the  farthest  limits  of  the 
inhabited  world,  long  as  the  ages  of  eter- 
nity through  which  God’s  love  to  His  peo- 
ple will  endure,  deep  as  the  abyss  of  misery 
and  ruin  from  which  He  has  raised  us,  high 
as  the  throne  of  Christ  in  the  heavens 
where  He  has  placed  us.”  Such  are  the 
dimensions  of  this  temple  of  God  “ that 
lieth  four-square.” 

Boston,  Mass.  J.  M.  Foster. 

' ( Concluded  next  number.) 

A SOUND  OF  ABUNDANCE  OF  RAIN. 

News  comes  from  Sumatra  that  at  the 
four  stations  of  the  Rheinisli  Mission, 
where  the  work  is  practically  altogether 
among  Mohammedans,  there  is  spiritual 
blessing  in  great  measure.  The  total  of 
baptisms  from  Islam  at  these  stations  in 
1897  was  sixty-nine ; while  during  the  first 
half  of  1898  already  ninety-seven  were  re- 
ported. In  Bungabondar,  Rev.  Mr.  Schutz 
has  led  a successful  battle  against  Moham- 
medanism for  the  last  thirty  years.  He 
has  met  with  strong  opposition  that  can 
now  rejoice  over  a Christian  church  of 
nearly  two  thousand  members.  Some 


apostates  there  have  been,  but  the  vast 
majority  have  stood  firm.  Eight  entire 
families  of  Mohammedans  were  baptized  at 
an  outstation  last  year,  and  another  family 
who  had  fallen  away  returned  to  Christ. 

And  here  is  what  a lonely  worker  in  Al- 
giers writes  of  the  Spirit’s  work  among 
Moslems  there  : “ Hallelujah  ! the  clouds 
are  beginning  to  break  at  last.  What  that 
means,  after  close  on  ten  years  of  waiting , 
you  at  home  can  hardly  know.”  She  goes 
on  to  tell  how  two  Kabyle  lads  came  to 
Christ  in  Algiers ; how  in  the  month  of 
Ramadaan,  when  Moslems  are  more  fanatic 
than  ever,  the  work  of  the  Spirit  was 
specially  manifest.  “ On  the  third  day  of 
the  month,  Mohammed,  the  silk  weaver, 
told  his  master  that  Ramadaan  was  no 
good,  and  that  he  was  going  to  follow 
Jesus  straight  on.  He  is  now  doing  col- 
porteur work.  The  next  day  the  victories 
began  among  the  women,  until  nine  were 
delivered ; some  of  them  were  newborn 
souls,  to  whom  it  was  the  first  step  out  on 
the  side  of  Christ.  About  the  same  time 
several  of  the  women  got  fired  with  the 
wish  to  help  us  in  visiting,  and  two  or 
three  of  them  have  been  really  in  earnest 
about  it.  One  of  them  the  other  day 
tramped  six  miles  of  her  own  accord  to  an 
outlying  village  and  back,  with  her  year-old 
baby  in  her  arms,  to  tell  the  glad  news ! ” 

“ Lord,  I hear  of  showers  of  blessing 
Thou  art  scattering  full  and  free ; 

Showers  the  thirsty  land  refreshing, 

Let  some  droppings  fall  on  me.” 

Pray  for  an  outpouring  in  Arabia,  also. — 
S.  M.  Zwemer,  in  Mission  Field. 

“YOU  WILL  LET  ME  GO  BACK." 

An  ignorant  Chinaman  entered  a little 
chapel  at  Ato,  where  he  heard  a missionary 
(the  Rev.  S.  L.  Binkley)  preaching  on  the 
all-sufficiency  of  Christ  to  save.  At  the 
close  of  the  service  he  went  up  to  him  and 
said:  “This  Jesus  I never  heard  of  until 
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now,  and  I don’t  know  who  He  is  ; but  did 
you  not  say  He  can  save  me  from  all  my 
sins?” 

“Yes,”  replied  the  missionary,  “I  said 
exactly  that.” 

“But  then  yon  did  not  know  me  when 
you  said  so.  I have  been  a liar,  a gambler, 
a sorcerer,  an  adulterer,  and  for  twenty 
years  an  opium  smoker.  Now,  if  you  had 
known  me,  you  never  would  have  said  what 
you  did,  do  you  see  ? ” 

Mr.  Binkley  could  only  i-epeat  with  em- 
phasis his  former  declaration  about  the 
power  and  willingness  of  Jesus  to  save  from 
even  such  a multitude  of  sins. 

The  opium  smoker  was  struck  dumb  with 
amazement,  for  his  mind  had  been  in  bond- 
age to  ancient  superstition,  the  poison  of 
lust  was  in  his  blood,  and  he  was  sold  in 
hopeless  slavery  to  the  awful  opium  drug. 
He  went  away,  but  returned  again  to  hear 
more  of  this  wonderful  Savioui-.  Weeks 
passed  away,  when  one  morning  he  i-uslied 
impetuously  into  the  missionary’s  room,  his 
radiant  face  proclaiming  the  good  news,  “ I 
have  it  now,  Jesus  can  save  me  from  all  my 
sins,  for  he  has  done  it.”  Yes,  it  was  true, 
and  faith  in  Christ  had  even  destroyed 
the  slavery  of  years,  the  desire  for  opixxm. 

He  went  back  to  his  native  village  to  tell 
his  fellow- sinners  of  the  Lord  Jesus. 
Though  warxxed  of  his  danger,  he  told  the 
story  of  a great  Savioxxr  for  the  worst  of 
sinners,  and  through  the  grace  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  testified  of  His  saving  power.  He 
was  pelted  with  clods,  beaten,  hunted  from 
place  to  place,  but  he  could  not  be  silenced. 
At  last  his  persecutors  brought  him  before 
a cruel  magistrate,  and  false  witnesses  pro- 
claimed against  him  the  vilest  charges. 
The  corrupt  judge,  glad  to  be  x-evenged 
against  this  foreign  sect,  sentenced  him  to 
be  beaten,  and  upon  his  bare  back  the  cruel 
bamboo  was  mercilessly  laid  until  the  flesh 
lay  in  strips.  Borne  to  the  mission  prem- 
ises, almost  dead,  the  doctor  declared  that 


such  injuries  he  had  never  before  seen  in- 
flicted by  the  bamboo. 

Ere  the  missionary  could  find  words  to 
comfort  him,  the  martyr  said  with  a smile, 
“ Teacher,  this  poor  body  be  in  great  .pain, 
but  my  inside  heart  be  in  great  peace.” 
Then  lifting  himself  up  in  his  cot,  he  said, 
“ If  I get  up  again  from  this,  you  will  let 
me  go  back  to  How-chiang  ? ” 

His  recovery  was  very  slow.  While  but 
half-healed,  he  stole  away  and  suddenly 
appeared  at  his  native  village  to  preach 
again  to  his  hateful  persecutors.  His 
words  of  victory,  scored  by  such  experiences 
of  blood,  brought  some  of  his  very  foes  to 
the  Saviour. 

For  fourteen  years  he  continued  preach- 
ing, and  was  ordained  in  1869.  Numerous 
were  the  souls  he  was  permitted  to  see 
converted  to  Christ  thx’ough  his  instru- 
mentality, and  from  them  a score  of  native 
preachers  were  xaised  up  to  tell  the  old 
story  of  full  salvation  through  a crucified 
Saviour.  To  the  last  he  testified,  and  when 
too  weak  to  stand,  he  still  gathered  round 
him  those  to  whom  he  coxxld  bear  witness 
to  the  Savioui-,  and  at  last  he  passed  away, 
singing  in  the  joy  of  an  unclouded  hope. 

This  story  speaks  for  itself,  and  shows 
that  no  one  is  too  great  a sinner  for  Christ 
to  save. — Mr.  Cheyne  Beady,  in  Chinese 
Millions. 

TESTIMONY  TO  MISSIONARIES. 

Lord  Reay,  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
London  Missionary  Society,  said  : “ One  of 
the  most  eloquent  tributes  that  I can  give 
to  our  missionaries  are  these  words  used 
by  a missionary : ‘ I have  been  for  twenty 
years  occupying  a field  of  labor ; I have 
not  made  a single  convert,  and  I am  long- 
ing to  go  back.’  I cannot  conceive  how 
faith  could  go  further  than  that  which  was 
evidenced  by  that  missionary.  I know 
that  your  missionaries  can  tell  of  success  in 
various  fields.  I have  seen  your  mission- 
aries at  work  in  Belgaum,  India.  I know 
the  excellent  work  they  are  doing  there.  I 
always  consider  the  missionaries  of  your 
Society — I may  say  the  missionaries  of  all 
societies — as  the  best  auxiliai'ies  the  Indian 
Government  has.” 
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— In  a few  days  the  mail  will  carry  to 
every  pastor  and  a representative  in  every 
congregation  the  following 

FOREIGN  MISSION  CIRCULAR. 
Dear  Brother  : 

You  are  asked  once  more  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  people  under  your  over- 
sight to  the  claims  of  the  Foreign  Missions. 

The  last  annual  report  of  the  Board  re- 
vealed three  facts : 1.  Efficient  work  in 

the  several  fields,  showing  that  the  labors 
of  our  representatives  are  being  owned  of 
God  in  the  conversion  of  souls  ; 2.  A mani- 
fest desirg  on  the  part  of  the  pagan  Nusai- 
riyeh,  for  whose  benefit  the  Mission  to 
Syria  was  originally  established,  to  have 
their  children  in  the  Mission  Schools  ; and 
3.  An  urgent  need  for  more  money  and 
more  laborers,  if  the  territory  claimed  as 
ours  is  to  be  occupied  and  taken  jmssession 
of  for  Christ.  These  facts,  looked  at  in 
the  light  of  the  underlying  principle  of  the 
missionary  enterprise  that  it  is  the  will  of 
God  to  evangelize  the  world  through  the 
instrumentality  of  men  who  have  the 
gospel,  present  the  only  appeal  that  need 
be  made  to  men  who  have  been  brought 
under  its  iufluence  and  enjoy  its  privileges. 

At  the  September  meeting  of  the  Board, 
the  Treasurer  was  able  to  report  a large  re 
duction  in  the  overdraft  of  the  current  ac- 
count fund,  the  amount  overdrawn  being 
less  than  $10,000.  The  same  liberality 
that  marked  the  contributions  of  last  year 
^ will  wipe  out  the  debt  and  supply  all  the 
money  requisite  to  sustain  the  work.  But 
there  must  be  no  drawing  back.  “ The 
liberal  soul  shall  be  made  fat,  and  he  that 
watereth  shall  be  watered  also  himself.” 

With  the  dawn  of  the  20th  Century  there 
should  be  a forward  movement,  and  we 
look  to  the  Redeemer  and  Head  of  the 


Church  to  stir  the  hearts  of  His  people 
that  they  may  be  led  with  renewed  conse- 
cration to  double  their  former  offerings, 
and  thus  prove  themselves  His  true  repre- 
sentatives in  carrying  forward  what  “Jesus 
began  both  to  do  and  teach  ” during  His 
earthly  ministry.  The  saved  will  always 
be  saviours. 

R.  M.  SoMMERVILLE, 

Corresponding  Secretary. 

The  readers  of  Olive  Trees  are  request- 
ed to  call  the  attention  of  friends  who  may 
not  be  subscribers  to  the  foregoing  circular 
and  ask  them  to  read  with  it,  “Prerequi- 
sites to  the  Discharge  of  Our  Duty  to 
the  Heathen,”  p.  325,  “We  Are  Not  Our 
Own,”  p.  329,  and  “ The  Lord’s  Oat  Field,” 
p.  350.  They  will  then  be  ready  to  make 
an  offering  for  the  Foreign  Missions  on 
the  first  Sabbath  of  December,  in  some 
measure  commensurate  with  their  obliga- 
tions to  the  Lord  and  Saviour  of  the  world. 

— On  arriving  at  San  Francisco,  Rev. 
Elmer  McBurney  found  that  the  steamer 
“ Rio  de  Janeiro,”  on  which  he  expected  to 
sail  for  Hong  Kong,  had  been  taken  by  the 
United  States  Government  to  be  used  as  a 
transport.  Having  some  time  to  wait  for 
another  vessel,  he  decided  to  visit  Seattle, 
Wash.,  and  took  passage  on  the  “Empress 
of  India,”  which  was  to  leave  Vancouver 
on  Monday,  the  9th  of  October. 

— Rev.  and  Mrs.  C.  A Dodds  left  New 
York  for  Syria  Saturday,  October  14,  and 
reached  London  in  safety  Wednesday  the 
25  th. 

— In  the  September  number,  p.  292,  the 
receipt  of  twenty-five  dollars  from  Rev.  H. 
H.  George  was  printed  among  contribu- 
tions to  Foreign  Missions,  whereas  the 
offering  was  intended  specially  for  the 
work  in  China,  and  it  will  be  so  appropri- 
ated. 
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— The  Treasurer,  Walter  T.  Miller,  in 
reporting  receipt  of  $250.00  for  the  Foreign 
Mission,  and  $250.00  for  the  Building  Fund 
of  the  Mission  in  China,  from  Mr.  James 
Scott  of  Beaver  Falls,  Pa.,  says: 

“ Mr.  Scott  takes  a great  interest  in  the 
Missions  of  the  Church,  and  his  liberality 
is  well  known.  Mrs.  Elmer  McBurney,  his 
daughter,  is  now  at  home,  but  is  fast  recov- 
ering from  serious  illness. 

“ Contributions  for  this  Church  Building 
fund  are  now  invited,  and  will  be  very 
useful  if  promptly  made,  in  small  or  large 
sums.  In  addition  to  what  has  been  ex- 
pended for  land  and  preparations  for  build- 
ing, $2,000.00,  gold,  will  be  required  to 
erect  the  buildings  which  are  already  under 
way. 

“ The  outlook  for  the  Mission  in  China 
is  very  encouraging.  The  favorable  atti- 
tude of  the  civil  authorities,  the  attention 
and  good  will  of  the  people  in  Tak  Hing, 
the  centre  of  mission  operations,  are  items 
of  much  value.  The  missionaries  are  active 
and  earnest.  Indeed  there  is  every  en- 
couragement to  the  Church  to  supply  all 
needed  means  to  promote  the  work  effi- 
ciently. 

— After  we  had  made  up  the  “ News  of 
the  Churches,”  a letter  came  in  from  Rev. 
Henry  Easson  of  Cyprus,  in  which  he 
reported  the  following  items  of  business 
at  the  meeting  of  the  Syrian  Commission, 
Oct.  5th,  1899,  in  Mersina,  Asia  Minor  : 
After  a sermon  by  Rev.  R.  J.  Dodds,  the 
retiring  moderator,  Dr.  S.  A.  S.  Metheny, 
the  medical  missionary,  was  ordained  to 
the  eldership.  In  the  afternoon  M.  Yusef 
Jedeed,  after  examination  and  the  delivery 
of  trial  discourses,  was  licensed  to  preach 
the  gospel. 

— The  veteran  missionary,  Dr.  John  G. 
Paton,  was  a delegate  to  the  Presbyterian 
Alliance  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  will 


remain  for  some  time  in  this  country,  so- 
liciting funds  for  the  work  in  the  New 
Hebrides.  He  is  at  present  visiting  some 
of  the  churches  in  the  South,  and  laboring 
with  untiring  energy.  His  many  friends 
will  be  glad  to  hear  him  and  aid  in  his 
missionary  enterprise. 

— The  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Aged  People’s 
Home  requests  us  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  one  dollar  from  “ Conscience,” 
and  to  say  that  the  money  will  be  used  as 
directed,  having  been  already  set  apart  for 
a special  case. 

— The  Fleming  H.  Revell  Company,  New 
York,  Chicago  and  Toronto,  have  sent  us 
Nineteen  Centuries  of  Missions , by  Mrs. 
William  W.  Scudder. 

This  volume  is  intended  as  a handbook  for 
young  people,  and  as  the  author  says,  “ has 
been  prepared  in  the  earnest  hope  that  it 
may  lead  to  increased  prayer  and  effort  in 
the  work  of  missions.”  In  a brief  intro- 
duction, Dr.  Francis  E.  Clark  commends  it 
very  heartily  for  “ its  comprehensive  scope, 
its  clear  recital  of  facts,  its  logical  and  lucid 
arrangement.”  Any  one,  old  or  young, 
who  wishes  to  make  himself  acquainted 
with  the  missionary  work  of  the  Church 
from  the  time  of  the  Apostles  to  the  close 
of  the  19th  Century  should  buy  this  book. 

The  only  regret  we  feel  in  reading  this 
brief  history  is  that  the  author,  in  describ- 
ing the  work  in  the  Turkish  Empire,  does 
not  make  the  slightest  reference  to  the 
missionary  operations  of  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church  among  the  pagan 
Nusairiyeh  in  Northern  Syria,  nor  to  any- 
thing that  that  Church  is  doing  in  Asia  . 
Minor  and  Cyprus.  This,  however,  is  an 
omission  that  any  intelligent  Covenanter 
can  supply,  and  does  not  materially  impair 
the  value  of  the  story. 

The  price  of  the  book  is  only  one  dollar. 
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